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[ SHOWING THE MONTH

IN YOUR FILENAME

It is often useful to have the month
mentioned in the filename you choose. One
way to make the identification readily
yisib]e without 1isting the directory
involves the following:

Use the numbers 1 through 6 for January
through June and the first letter in each
month's name for July through December.
Also remember, the underline key can be
used to give the illusion of a space. Do
not start out a filename with a number.
It won't work.

Some examples: PCF 6 88.LET
PCF_DATA. 189
MS_WORD.N89

"RIBBON RE-NEW"

At the last meeting I mentioned a pro-
duct called "Ribbon Re-new." Their ink
has a special formulation which gives it
better dispersing and wicking character-
istics so it will spread evenly through-
out your used ribbons.

The only qualifiers are that you must
have a cartridge ribbon case which can be
opened and reclosed, or a spool-type
ribbon. The process can be a bit messy
if you aren't careful. One bottle sells
for $3.95 postpaid and re-inks about 40
average length ribbons. It can be
ordered from V-TECH, Inc., 2223 Rebecca,
Hatfield, PA 19440.

V-Tech also sells Auto-inkers, re-
placement ribbons, and ribbon inserts for
printers. They will also re-ink your
ribbons for you.

DOS's RENAME OOMMAND

Unhappy with the name you gave a file?
Was it too vague, to similar to another
filename, or simply wrong because of a
typo? DOS's RENAME COMMAND to the rescuc!

One of DOS's internal commands (always
available at the DOS prompt - no DOS disk
need be in your drive) is the RENAME
command. You simply type REN, then the
old filename/extension, and then the new
filename/extension. You can type the
whole word "RENAME"” if you want, but DOS

Ljill accept the abbreviation "REN" as

well.

-the middle,

At the A> type the following
(substituting your own filename cheoices):

REN OLDNAME.EXT NEWNAME.EXT

then press the <{enter> key and your
file will have a new name. (If your file
is on another drive besides the one noted
by the DOS prompt, just type that drive
letter and a colon before the filename

B:OLDNAME.EXT. )

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
COPY *.% AND DISKCOPY

There is an excellent book available
for people using PC-Write, PC-File III,
or PC-Talk. It is called "THE SHAREWARE
BOOK" by Flock, Flock, and Schulman and
published by McGraw Hill. It was printed
in 1987 so was written for 1987 versions
of these shareware programs. While a bit
outdated, many aspects of the book still
pertain and can be helpful.

Here is just one example: Interspersed
throughout the book are many well-
written sidebars called "WAYS AND MEANS."
These sidebars are used to clairify
topics being used or discussed in that
particular section of the book. 1 like
the thorough but concise writing. Maybe
you will find this example hcelpful:

"DIFFERENCES BETWEEN COPY *.%
AND DISKCOPY':

"You will notice that you can copy the
contents of an entire disk with the
following command:

A> COPY *.%x B:

“This command copies all files, no
matter what their filename or extension,
from drive A to drive B. How is that any
different from using DISKOOPY.COM, which
copies all the files from one disk to
another? It is very different.

"In order to understand the diffences
between COPY %*.%* and DISKCOPY.COM, you
need to know a little more about how DOS
saves files on a disk.

"Suppose you are using PC-Write and you
save six files on a blank, formatted
disk. Then you go back to the third file
and add a page of text before saving it
again. DOS saved the six original files
one after another, without leaving any
space in between. Now that you have
increased the size of one of the files in
it won't fit back in the same
space on the disk - DOS must put the last
page of the third file after the sixth

more. ..
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