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You Could Program in Java...

Stand out. Get results. Simplify
your HTML code. Enhance your
Web site quickly and efficiently —
plug in an extensive suite of off-
the-shelf applications. Catalog
shopping. Classified ads. Video tele-
conferencing. Sophisticated surveys.
Secure group discussion areas.

Massive file libraries. Real-time chat.

Fax databases. And more.

Create a really cool Web site
with Worldgroup™ — in the time it
takes you to make a cup of coffee.

With the Worldgroup Plug-in for

Netscape, launch client/server
applications directly from your
Web site.

With a few simple EMBED com-
mands in your HTML files, your site
delivers the supercharged, inter-
active presence your company
deserves.

Once your users have the
Worldgroup Plug-in software on
their PCs, they will establish a
persistent connection to your

Worldgroup is a trademark of Galacticomm, Inc. All ather products are trademarks of their respective compariies.

server — ensuring greater real-
time interactivity between your
users and spontaneous delivery of
data from the server.

When launched, the Worldgroup
client apps are fully multithreaded
and run directly from the browser.
Any updates to your apps will be
transferred automatically to your
users in the background.

And, users can continue to surf
the Web, while simultaneously main-
taining their client/server sessions.
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Keep track of user activity and
statistics with an audit trail and
comprehensive accounting re-
ports. Define security access for

each user, or create classes of users.

Set time limits, billing options and
more for easy system management.

Use your favorite Web server
to launch your Worldgroup applica-
tions (or use the Web server built
into Worldgroup).

You can also choose from a
wealth of existing third-party apps,

or create your own using Visual
Basic and other enterprise tools.

Of course, you can include any
Java applets,VRML worlds or any
other HTML files you've already
created — Worldgroup fully
embraces the open standards of
the Web.

The Worldgroup client software
also can be run independently of a
Web browser. Authorized users
can connect to your server via dial-
up modems, ISDN terminal

adapters, X.25 or Novell IPX/SPX
network connections.

This stuff is steaming hot. See for
yourself. Download the Worldgroup
plug-in today from our Web site:

http:/lwww.gcomm.com

Or call us for more information:

1-800-328-1128

(outside the U.S./Canada,
954-583-5990)

MGALACTICOMM

Making The Web Work Better




Offer SLIP/CSLIP/PPP Connectivity through your BBS!

Major TCP/IP by Vircom is the first TCP/IP solution to provide Pass-Through SLIP directly on The MajorBBS
and Worldgroup. Now you can offer your users accounts which can directly provide them with Full SLIP/}}
CSLIP/PPP connections allowing them to use their favorite WEB Browsers. MajorTCP/IP is a proven solution
being used by over 750 systems worldwide. It also offers your users Telnet, Rlogin, FTP, and Finger. Users can
also telnet into your BBS from anywhere in the world! An SMTP gateway allows your users to send and receive
Internet E-Mail virtually instantly. Major TCP/IP also supports DMA which allows you to create virtual BBS's
composed of several systems. Call and ask us for details.

Major TCP/IP Combo Version - $700.00
20 User Worldgroup w/Major TCP/IP - $1295.00

Get All Your Worldgroup Needs With One Easy Phone Call!

DCS is an Authorized Dealer for DataSafe, High Velocity, Sirius, ProDesign, Logicom,
Labyrinth, East Side Computing, Jabberwocky, Infinetwork, HighWaterMark, & HumanWare.

" Contaet us for Fractional & Full Tt Internet Connections.

COMPUTONE

Worldgroup 8-User........coeevcvervienna. $CALL! . :

USEr 6-Packs........ccocoovvvevvvereceviinenne $CALL! Corporation

Entertainment Collection.................... $175.00 The IntelliServer is an expandable asynchronous communications server that
Major Gateway/Internet............o........ $175.00 combines the functionality of a high-performance terminal server with the ex-
Fax/Online. .......oooovveroveeercerresoereiuasecneane $175.00 tended communications capabilities of an Internet access device. It can be con-
Search & Retrieve.......ccccoeveernnarianns $145.00 nected directly to a TCP/IP Ethernet LAN, and requires no special operating
Client/Server Developer's Kit............. $249.00 system device drivers. It is actually a compact, self-contained RISC workstation
HWM Caller-ID Module.................... $100.00 complete with 20MHz MIPS-R3000 compatible CPU, 24 MB of RAM, resident
HWS UPS Shutdown......cccccreeervennnns $ 79.95 multi-tasking operating system, and menu driven interface. The IntelliServer has
|10 T BT - el ¢ $495.00 an impressive list of security and configuration features. Users can be automati-
CYDEITank. -........oommmmame s mstareeeer eaved $395.00 cally logged onto a specific host, offered a menu of host connections, or given
FormManager.........cccvcvveeeincneernnne. $165.00 access to the menuand shell. If desired, passwords can be defined for specific
Trade-Wars 2002 (multi-user)............ $400.00 users and for administrators. IntelliServer's standard feature list includes full PPP,
ORI . PR $ 59.00 SLIP, and CSLIP support permitting IP devices to be connected over RS-232 serial
SEOREIVAIN vyt oot B s eiSisins oo $ 50.00 ports at up to 200Kbps. This offers an ideal solution for sites that wish to imple-

First Class Mail (mass mailings)........ $ 99.00
Let's Get Personal Dating Registry.... $ 79.00
GTEK Blackboard-4 (w/Cables)........ $215.00

GTEK BBS-550 (w/Cables)............... $395.00
GTEK Blackboard-8........ccvevoveevernnn.. $515.00
BOCA-16 Port (w/Cables).................. $349.00
TRRCT LI 3 pontt! 2 <y on B $ 1650.

Digital Consulting Services, Inc.
P.0. Box 2142 - Secaucus, NJ 07094
(800) 899-2002 Sales
Call to request our Free Catalog!
We accept MasterCard, VISA, American Express & COD Orders

\Onllne Inlmctge Software

ment cost-effective remote access, Internet access, and LAN-to-LAN connectivity.
Each 16 port IntelliServer can be expanded using low cost 8-port and 16-port
expansion modules. A single IntelliServer can support 64 physical ports, and up to
32 PPP/SLIP connections. These are ideal to run in conjunction with MajorBBS
and Worldgroup by bringing in all users in via TCP/IP. This does not have the
load normally associated with polling modems at high speeds.

Please call for pricing, configurations and availability.

(212) 697-7340 Support
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With all the doublespeak bandied about these days relating to the job market
{downsizing, outsourcing, etc.), employees are bound to feel a
little dry in the throat, not to mention weak in the knees. So we
asked Jacqui Kramer to perk you up with a stick of good news
while offering a cool glass of employment resources.

Of course you don’t have to be out of work to benefit from
her extensive collection of Web sites, newsgroups and BBSs
(starting on page 14). Employers will find plenty of fine
places to mine for talent, too. And for good measure read-
ers will discover some handy advice on precisely how to
go from reading a text file about a dream job to actually
doing the job.

Also this month we’re introducing a new serial-
ized column about how to start a Web site.
Writer Steve Griswold will use the WeBeginner
slot (Page 44) to relate his experiences as he
attempts to set up and launch a Web site. Follow along with him to see if he succeeds
(and steal some great tips along the way).

Whar's in & name?

Those of you who have read this magazine before might be a little surprised to see
one fundamental difference between this and other issues. Yes, BBS Magazine is no
longer. We’re reborn this month as BBS.NET.

Well reborn might be a bit of an overstatement, as for some time our scope of
coverage has embodied what “.NET” implies. In fact we have been undergoing a
metered migration to the realm of TCP/IP and the Internet for a few years now, fol-
lowing — and sometimes anticipating — the moves of BBS software makers, sysops
and BBS callers.

We realize this change might not bring a smile to the faces of all readers, so to
those who damn us we offer this: BBS.NET is not a magazine about the Internet. It is
a journal of bulletin board services, the companies who create them, the people who
call them, and the news that affects them (i.e. WWW). It is secondary to us that many
BBSs are embracing the Internet as either a catalyst by which to offer communica-
tions or an environment in which to develop Net-enabled online services. To us
“BBS” is a generic term encompassing the expanding variety of online arenas. Dial-
up BBSs, Telnet-only systems and World-Wide Web-based bulletin board services all
fall under the umbrella of BBS.NET. We intend to balance coverage of each as
demand dictates.

On that note, we encourage sysops of all BBSs to send updates and schedules of
online/offline events (gaming meets, parties, etc.) for publication in BBS.NET. Fax
or mail them to the number/address in the masthead. Or simply email them directly
to me.

Rick Robinson, editor@bbsmag.com
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Where To Meet People In (‘ybelspaac? Find Out In..

Hot Tub Slide in and stare flire-
ing! Open 24 hrs. o INTERNET-»
ire fehannel #m‘rrua

alt.fan.u2 (ng) Bono sightings,
band gossip, and  best-album
arguments, " USENET

alt.fan.oj-simpson (ng) So,
where were you online when rthe
Juice got loose?  USENET

A Michael Wolff Book
Kelly Maloni, Nathaniel Wice,
and Ben Greenman

o[

|||||||
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/@chat

Your Guide to the
Debates, Parties, and
Pick-up Places on

‘ in the deepest corners of Cyber-

the Electronic
Highway

hos talking? And
W how do 1 join in? Net
(Chat Is the easy-to-

use: handbook to the thousands
ol conversations, arguments,
and [lirtations that take place

From
the creators
of the hestsellmg

space—intimate, enlightening,
and sometimes obnoxlous.

(Continued on back)

In your bookstore and on the Web now!
Or call 1-800-793-BOOK™* to find out how

Your Personal Net.

Find what you’re looking for...

...with the best-
selling guides
to the Internet
and online ser-
vices.

Netlobs
NetVote
NetGames
Fodor’s NetTravel
e NetMusic
e NetTaxes
e NetGuide
NetTech
NetSports
NetTrek
NetMoney
e NetChat

Coming soon:

e NetMarketing
e NetDoctor

e NetKids

e NetSpy

o

you can get the whole series.

*Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM Eastern Standard Time * NetBooks and Your Personal Network are trademarks of Wolff New Media LLC
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Don’t miss
another issue

Subscribe
Today

Call Toll Free
1-800-822-0437

Wwiw.bbsmag. fixed!

I’'m sure that your (Web)
pages look wonderful.
However, [ cannot see anything |
atall. It would be nice to seea | %%
message in your page that says
at least “These pages not view-
able at all unless your browser supports frames.”
rjohnson@almond.elite.net

“A-List™ and “Nefred Boards™

Glad to see that you have a Web page that I can bring up. I am thinking of start-
ing up a BBS here in Fairbanks as it would appear we have a lack of such services
here. Lots of on ramps for the WWW, but no BBS. Here’s a question for you. Where
can I find a comprehensive list of BBSs by state?

wevans@polarnet.com

Wonderful World of BBSing

Great magazine, sometimes hard to find but now see it at CompUSA. Really glad I
found it because it has lots if information I can use as the sysop at Disney
Interactive.

sysop@disneysoft.com

Complaint Noted

I read your magazine and find it very useful. A lot of information which you do
not find in other magazines. The only problem is you do not find it easily for sale in
Malta (Europe).

jackson@waldonet.net.mt

Correspondence should be sent to letters@bbsmag.com. BBS Magazine reserves the right
to edit letters for space, assuring room for all to be heard.

0 June 1396 BBS.NET



istributor of Online S

FREE 900
SERVICE

Equinox 115K - 64 Line
Equinox 115K - 96 Line

Tounament Checkers C/S...... $ Equinox 115K - 128 Line....
Tournament Chess C/S .... $ Equinox 230K - 16 Line.....
Tournament Othello CfS ... $ 149, Equinox 230K - 32 Line.....
Board Package (4 Games Above)...$ 499.95  GalactiBoard (8 Port External)
BBS Listing $ 3995  GalacliBox (16 Port Intemal)..
BBSopoly RIP... $ 13995  Worldgroup Developer's Kit ..
Card Sharks.......... ...d 6995  Intenet Connectivity Option..
Charge Card Manager..................... $ 6995  DiakOut Add-on Opfion........
Cross-Wordz C/S... $ 239.95  Search and Retrieve Addon Option.$  CALL
Global Actions.... $ Fax/Online Add-on Option
Hearts........... 3 Major Gateway/Intemet ........
Horse Track RIP $ The Major Database Add-on Option.$  CALL
Instant Lotto $ 2 Entertainment Collection
Jumble Madness C/S........ $ 9995
Liar $ 3095
Log Master cis w3995
$
3 Major CD & LAN Combo CfS.
$ Major CD MBBS
$ Mountain Mai :
Worldgroup Client Companion C/S..$ 149.00
Major TCP/IP - Combo (64 Sessions)..$ 700,00
Major TCP/IP - Qutgoing & FTP......$ 500.00
Major TCPAP - Incoming ............... $ 500.00
Major TCP/IP Unlimited Sessions......$ 1200.00

WorldLink Cross-Wordz..... *Upgrade from Outgoing to Combo...$ 300.00

WorldLink Jumble Madness ... ! *Upgrade from Incoming to Combo...$ 300.00
WorldLink Package RIP.............c.ne.s 99.95  "Within 30 days of original purchase.$ 200.00
Yahtzee 1995  Vircom DMA Server..........oouoceccenes $ 70000
Worldgroup™ Version 2.0, 8-User...$ CALL  Auto Validator (NG Comp. enly)......$  80.00
Worldgroup Ver. 2.0, DiaHUp Server §  CALL ~ Console LOGK.......ooucuvcusresssssnn $ 30.00
Worldgroup Ver. 2.0, Internet Server.$ CALL  Crossroads $ 250.00
Workdgroup Ver. 2.0, Enterprise Server.$ 99.00
User Six-Pack, each.............. 75.00
Advanced intemet Option.. $ CALL  Global Destruction .. 125.00
DiaHUp Option ...... $ CALL  HV Utilties WG ....oroercerercenrnn $ 10000
Equinox 115K - 16 Line JOr GOOSR ..oorvesseressssensnsrrseen $ 100.00
Equinox 115K - 32 Line .$ 150.00

ervices and Products!

Mine Field Il
Online Employment $
Pulse $
.$
] User Referral.. . $
FT-Fax Protocol... 149.00  Sports Podl C/S . 399
FaxBlaster C/S.... 17900  AdMaster (unlimited) .5 12900
Major Agenda C/S ... 199.00  Biorhythm (unlimited)..... d  49.00
MIDAS.CS.... 179.00  Blade Master (unlimited) $ 199.00
Multi-Vue C/S........ 149.00  Blox (unlimited)................... .3 165.00
Red Hat Linux 2 CD Rom Set ......$ 29.95  Command Center {unfimited)...........$ 149.00
Dr. Linux Book over 1100 pages ......$ 39.95  Casino (unlimited) .. 185
ADP PhoneLister ......ccur e 99.00  Electronic Fairways (unlimited)......... $ 49.00
AutoRate™..... Guess What C/S {unlimited)..............$  99.00
BBS Lister..... InterLink (unlimited) I
FOURmation Klondike Solitaire C/S {unlimited) 129.00

Global Power™ CJS....... Progressive Siots (unfimited)....

HelpMan . Sea Battie C/S (unlimited)........
Marketplace C/S ........covremrininsind $ 299.00  Zorgon {unfimited)............ccomermrrrenes
Multi Media Registry C/S.... .$ 19900 CrbC/S
NOVaTIRK™ ..o eve s ecsseness s $ 9900 Masterof Minds CSS.... 49.00
OmniMal™ CIS. ~.$ 49900 Totally Puzzied CSS... 99.00
Omni-Mal™ MBBS.. 299.00  Wheel of Fame C/S .. 149,00
POS Dial Module.... 250.00  World Domination C/! 149.00
Super Hangman.. 49.00  Bartender.......... 99.00
VisaMan™ C/S .. 19900  Credtt Exchange...... 39.00
VisaMan™ MBBS.... 149.00  Dual Password Security. 39.00
AMS DOS Shell....... 99.00  E-Mail Spy..... 79.00
Chat-on-Demand C/S .. 14900  Family Accounts.. 79.00
City Search............. 49.00 Graffm Wall WG... 50.00
Game Connection.... 99.00
79.00
79.00
BSI Guest WG C/S Version.............5 149.00
BSI Guest WG Terminal Mode Version $  99.00
BSI Sysop Funclions + Utliies (C/S Oniy)$  249.00
BS! Catalog Viewer (C/S Only)........$ 149.00
BSI Suggestion Box.......cccn$  49.00

* Free overnight shipping applies only to software orders with shipping destinations in the continertal U.S. Prices subject to change without notice.
All products are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies.

To Order or for a Free Color Catalog Call

e 1-800-473-3177

@ TESSIER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

8181 West Broward Boulevard, Suite 380, Plantation, Florida 33324

Voice: 954-473-5525
URL: www.wisenet.com

Fax: 954-473-2122

BBS: 954-424-0957

Email: info @ wisenet.com




Cheelah for Worldgroup:
Seeki-n-Find Online

Any BBS worth its salt offers some kind of searching tool
for callers to track down exactly what they want...right now.
Without it sysops would have unhappy callers floundering
about online for hours, manually thumbing through directo-
ries and occupying precious nodes.

But sometimes even the searcher equipped with a BBS just
isn’t enough for high-end seek-and-finds. That’s where APDI
(Application Programming & Development, Inc.) has come in
for Galacticomm, bringing its popular and incredibly quick
searching product called Cheetah into the Worldgroup fray.

Cheetah for Worldgroup is a full text and retrieval tool that
indexes every word on a Worldgroup online service in free
form text files, allowing callers to quickly search literally gigs
of files to find all instances of what they’re looking for.
Available as an ASCII/ANSI Door program for years, the new
Cheetah offers a graphical point and click interface.

APDI notes Cheetah users can open one or multiple data-
bases for search; search options include Boolean, phrase, and
proximity (ordered and unordered).

With the flood of information overwhelming online users,”
said Mark Burnett, APDI president, “APDI saw a need for a
search tool which would allow users to more quickly identify
information they want.”

After a search is entered, results are provided in the form of
a “hit list” of qualifying records. It’s from this list that callers
can view the full text of selected records, print the records or
download one or all records to their local machine.

Also, image files can be attached to each Cheetah text
record; users can view the attached files with either Cheetah’s
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internal viewer or other
external viewer previously designated.

Endorsement of Cheetah for Worldgroup has come from
the top: Scott Brinker, president of Galacticomm, said his
company “is extremely confident in recommending Cheetah
for Worldgroup as part of a total online solution.”

Cheetah for Worldgroup is available from APDI for $1,995.
A demo can be tried online on the company’s Worldgroup
system at 301.449.1835.

For more info, contact APDI at 301.449.1400.

You Sign My License, I'll Sign Yours

What the heck was all that maneuvering back in March?
Bedfellows were born of enemies, foes appeared friends. The
dealing was done by Microsoft, America Online and Netscape,
with the resulting line-up leaving some onliners more con-
fused than ever and wondering whose deck was now the
stacked one.

It’s hard to say who’s got the upper hand, nevertheless AOL
chief Steve Case offered subscribers this explanation, in part:
“Among the strategic partnerships we have formed include the
licensing and exchanging of technologies with Microsoft,
Netscape, and Sun Microsystems. These three companies
which share our vision of providing the best tools and features
to the largest online service membership.

“So what does all this mean and how does it affect you as
an AOL member?

“First, we've licensed Microsoft’s Internet Explorer to be
the standard, built-in Web browser for AOL members. As part
of this agreement, Microsoft will give Windows 95 users easy

.




access to AOL from the desktop, and
license art compression technologies
from Johnson-Grace, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of AOL.

“Beginning this summer, Microsoft
will incorporate AOL software into
Windows 95 and future versions of
Windows, making AOL accessible via
an ‘online services’ folder on the
Windows 95 desktop. It will mean
improved access to the AOL software
for people interested in trying AOL.
This points to the heart of our public
protest last year when we asked
Microsoft to allow other online services
like AOL to be included with the oper-
ating system. This turning point is a
victory for consumers because it
ensures a choice of interactive services.

“AOL’s partnership with Microsoft
solidifies our long-term plan to support
new technologies (such as browser soft-
ware and applications) and provide
them as an integral part of the AOL
platform, without raising prices or
instituting surcharged areas.

“Second, we announced that we are
licensing the popular Netscape
Navigator for use on AOL and GNN,
our Internet service. Netscape
Navigator will be the standard browser
for GNN, while members of GNN will
be able to run Internet Explorer if they
choose. Likewise, while AOL will use
Internet Explorer as the standard
browser, AOL members will have the
option of using Netscape. Currently,
some of our Windows-based members
are enjoying surfing the Web using the
Netscape browser, and any Windows-
based members can download the
Navigator program today at the new
Netscape area within Internet '
Connection or in Winsock Central...

“Third, we announced
that AQOL will license Java,
the new and exciting
Internet programming
language from

)

2 e

Microsystems. Essentially, this agree-
ment allows us to bring you more
dynamic, interactive, and real-time
content and applications, or ‘applets,
on both AOL and the Web.”

3-0 Goes Online

It may just be
the latest novelty
to go online, but
what a spectacu-
lar novelty it is.
From
Chromatek Inc.
comes a new way
of looking at text,
images and animations on your
screen — three dimensions. It
works through the company’s
patented ChromaDepth 3-D
glasses (you might have used
them at a laser light show)
that separate light based on
color and allows wearers to
see printed material and com-
puter imagery in three dimensions
without special processing of the
images. This means whatever you're
looking at will look fine without the

glasses and jump
into 3-D when
the glasses are
worn.
And in our

tests we found
lots of things became into 3-
D with the glasses that

were never meant
to be — like the
cover of this maga-
zine.

Designing screen
layouts (on the Web or
BBSs) that pop effect is
simpler to achieve than
you might think. For
instance Chromatek sug-
gests using a black background, choos-

CONTINUES...

il naw 2.0t Webstor

ludes Protection
vt@‘fager ' m_sthmg that will ID

) more information, con-
tact McAfee at 408.988.3832.
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ing red, green and blue as much as possible, outlining art and
text in black, and using shadows. That’s about it.

Chromatek offers a “Discovery Kit” that provides all the start-
up material, including glasses, for $9.95. Call 770.772.9852 for
more information or email chromatek@aol.com.

For a demo, check the Earth Channel Web site at

www.earthchannel.com/.

ATS, NulD Release WIP Chech Processing

Automated Transaction Services, Inc., a leading provider of
electronic commerce solutions, has teamed with BBS soft-

ware’s NulQ Software, Inc., to release the first check process-

ing module for Windows Interface Protocol (WIP) based

online/Internet servers.

WIP is a graphical protocol that transmits programs, 24-bit
color graphics, and sound over the Net and dial-up connec-
tions in a client/server GUI environment.

Offline

AT v T IR R
TURTR PRITR AR I WL

Check process; i
sing module for y, -
IP baseq sery
ers.

Software that cur-

by John Baynham

R iwaniwwiiy
AP L1 I St

WAL AW
YA AW R IR

THERE T IS

AT LAST/
THE URL oF &=
SANDWICH/ '

June 1936 BBS NET

rently supports the WIP protocol include the MindWire
Internet Applications Server from Durand Communications

and Powerboard BBS from NulQ.
eSoft, Inc. has also promised a WIP-
compatible version of its TBBS.

ATS already allows operators of
online systems to accept check payment
on several bulletin board platforms and
over the Web.

The module allows users to pay for
products and services with “checks”
online rather than having to send it via
snail mail. For realism, the module fea-
tures a Windows GUI that actually
looks like a regular check, too. After
information such as check and account
number are entered and verified, the
user’s name is graphically signed on the
check, as is the amount the check is
written for.

The module can be used in services
such as online graphical databases,
shopping malls and subscription ser-
vices. “For entrepreneurs looking for a
technology on which to base online
business,” said ATS vice president of
operations David Goldfarb, “the addi-
tion of ATS’s transaction processing
solution may make the selection of a
BBS system a robust alternative to a
Web server.”

NulQ and ATS say the product will
be available at no cost — at least
through early summer.

Sysops interested in the module can
contact NulQ at 800.844.6526 or ATS
at 800.435.6981. The Web site is
www.nuig.com.




Symantec's pcANYWHERE3e:
Uparade and Free Trial

Symantec Corporation is offering a
“trade-up” and 30-day online trial pro-
gram for its pcANYWHERE32 — a
remote control file transfer and general
communications program that offers
modem, cable, LAN, and Internet con-
nections across Windows 95 and
Windows NT.

Registered users of previous versions
of pcANYWHERE or competitive prod-
ucts such as LapLink, CoSession,
Carbon Copy, ReachOut and others, can
get pcANYWHERES32 for about $89

Quick-n-Easy
From Bonds to Bucks...Online

It you're looking to calculate the value of your U.S. Savings Bonds, put the
pannil and calibrator away. Instead, point your browser toward
www.execpc.com/~mmrsoft and try out MMR Software’s bonds-to-dollars
conversion pages.

You'll need to fill in a couple figures, hit go and within seconds the value is
calculated.

The point of the site is to hook surfers in the hope that they'll try out this
and other of the “Bonds

Away” products from Hiid Gt s v — —
MR, like MedClaim, o d:):: WV:',“ Your Series EE Savings £
StampPro and CoinPro ¢ Worth! -

(usually $149), including a free parallel
cable, the company says. Symantec is

—all fUl' WiHUOWS and wu:::[n" your savings bond dasa, click on the "Calulae® tton v i ot wh ity

all available for trial

also making available a free 30-day trial download. f e Ve (80 it Monis [January 3
version of the 32-bit product on its Their software S e Yee 1980 B Redemprion Moris [February 3] 1996
Website at www.symantec.com pretty. cheap, too: $20  _Eliate |
pcANYWHERE32 provides login to $49. For voice info, &
and password protection, data encryp- call 301.493.4256.

tion and file transfer rights that can be

limited by the user. Host control/audit

of calls also prevents unauthorized access to the host.

pcANYWHERE also uses a time-saving element called

SpeedSend that transfers only the amended elements of a file.
For more info, call them at 800.441.7234 or 541.334.6054.

Operator, Gef Me the Nef!

Text, graphics, animation — it’s just not enough
for Internet users these days. Nope. Instead,
they want old-fashioned, reliable voice technol-
ogy.

It’s hard to miss all the proponents — they’re
the ones yelling from computer store shelves and
Web pages about how you can make calls across
the world for pennies on the minute. “No Long
Distance Charges!”

It’s actually a phenomena first reported
here long ago (before there was a working
model), and now it seems we're ready to

forgo the long-distance companies for our 1SPs.

If anyone doubted whether this could come to pass, they
might want to pay attention to what Netscape
Communications did recently.

The Power-Browser-Server company bought an equity
position in Voxware (WWW.voXware.com), the private compa-
ny known for voice-processing software for the Net and com-
munications apps. Netscape also licensed parts of Voxware’s
technology.

Among Voxware’s more interesting products? TeleVox —
the new full-duplex Net telephone.

And modem-maker USR (800.USR.CORP) has just called

in. U.S. Robotics is bundling a demo version of VocalTec’s
Internet Phone with its ConferencLink CS1500, the PC-adapt-
able conference speakerphone, giving users hands-free, two-
way voice conversations over the
Internet for the price of a local tele-
phone call.

One question: When will a
Morse code plug-in be available?

‘Net BB5 - Update

We first told you about the new ‘Net BBS last month. This
time we offer a glimpse at what a user might see when access-
ing FTP with the board. A combination of Murkworks’ (Inc.)
BBSNet for NetWare and NulQ Software’s Powerboard BBS,
this $395 package offers a quick solution (setup should take

toilex hilm
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'Net BBS FTP screen
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less than half an hour, say its makers) to getting a BBS up an
on the Internet.

“Once a system based on ‘Net BBS has been set up,” said
NulQ’s Douglas B. Vermes, “people anywhere in the world can
access it. It’s easy as accessing a Web site, which is accom-
plished by entering the command http:// followed by the
name of the Web site. The only difference is that in order to
enter a “Net BBS site, the user enters the command telnet://
instead.” The system can even be linked to a Web page so
surfers can click an icon an be propelled to the BBS.

For more information contact NulQ at 914.833.3479. The
BBS is 914.833.1479.

1
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InVircible — "Miliary Srength’
Virus Protection

Flu season’s over for many of us, but it’s year-round for our
PC friends...computers that is. And if you’re prone to down-
loading from the Net and BBSs, the season can get all the
more virulent.

Virus checkers have been with us for years, successfully
snagging the byte-biters before they lunch, but reports lately
of the deadly bugs sneaking past the checkpoints have got




some onliners worried. If you're using a
DOS-based PC or LAN, there’s really
no need to be...anymore — this
because of an ugly little program origi-
nally devised by a techie working for
the Israeli military.

Called InVircible (distributed by
Global Data Group), this half-meg a
program has two main parts and four
utilities. When installed, InVircible
modifies your AUTOEXEC.BAT file so
each time you boot a part of the pro-
gram launches, seeking out the bad
guys — known and unknown viruses
— or at least evidence of any
changes/activity, then disappears out of
RAM until rerun or the system is
rebooted. Most virus checkers just run
a general search of the drive looking for
specific bugs.

Global Data, as well as independent
testers, say the program is darn close to
100 percent effective, as well as being
sabotage resistant, shielding itself from
anything looking to piggy-back.
Additionally, the program offers real-
time recovery from common, new and
unknown viruses, And if your
InVircible catches one of the wily crit-
ters, leaving you unsure of what to do,
Global Data offers free tech support.

The program sells for $129. For
more information, call Jack Rule at
800.789.3447 or 813.789.3447.

TRIPLE

USERSHIP!

90% of the people who own a modem
have NEVER used it! Tap this sleeping
market! Provide these potential new users
with a disk of your own
custom client software.
Baby Banana! When they
Fun the program, they will be

*69!

on-line to your service in 20 seconds! For
complete information, download
BABYB.ZIP from

The Montana Banana BBS
(406)543-8234.

Banana Programming
http:/Avww.split.com
banana@split.com

(406)543-1928 (voice)

(406)549-3522 (fax)

sl &')QQ .
oo,

Experience the ABS MEGA Market™ software. Mega Market is a special series of
shopping, subscription, and money-making modules designed for your online system.
Collecting money from your callers will never be a hassle. ABS software comes
complete with a Checks Direct!™ (OCD) account, which allows you to instantly
accept checks online from your callers. Everyone is pre-approved for OCD and set-up
with ABS is ABSolutely *FREE!

Free Set-Up

for online checks w/ any purchase

CALL ABOUT
WEB PAY™!

3 )

PH: 407.888.9091
X: 407.888.9092

vailable for W ildcat. PC Board, or any Dogr.Sys

Merchant Accounts
Good Credit - Bad Credit - No Credit
Call for detailed pricing and information!

I.
BBS: 407.888.9093

MEGA Market™ el Online Checks Direct! ™ ape irademarks of ABS. Al other trademarks dre the property of their respective companics,
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PUT DOWN THE NEWSPAPER AND
GRAB YOUR MOUSE FOR

A TREK TO THE TOP SITES ONLINE
FOR FINDING THAT DREAM JOB

By JACQUELINE KRAMER

Everyone has heard the old axiom that
the best jobs are never advertised. What
they never tell you is how to find those
jobs. The truth is, finding a good job is a
combination of several factors, including
opportunity, qualification, and in some
cases, pure dumb luck.

Connections never hurt, either.

CONTINUES...
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A magazine article can’t help you find the right connec-
tions, but it can help you get connected — to the plethora of
job oppartunities and new job-seeking techniques available
thanks to the magic of BBSs and the Internet.

In fact, the volume of jobs advertised online can be over-
whelming. Therefore, it is important to pace your search.
Select a few sites to visit each night (or weekend, as your
schedule permits), and take your time when visiting each one.
Some job sites mentioned in this article will require you to
prepare a full resume online, while others will simply list jobs.
It is up to you to determine which ones will best serve your
needs. Just be assured that somewhere out there is the perfect
place to begin your search. And with a little luck, so is that
perfect job.

Ladies and gentlemen, start your modems. The search is afoot!

The Starfing Line

Before we go online, there are a few tools of the trade you
should prepare. First of all, you must have a resume ready to
go in various forms. If you have not written a resume, stop
reading now and go put one together. Dor’t worry, we'll wait.
What? You say you don’t know where to start?! Well, you have
a few options. If you have a friend you trust, ask her (or him)
to help you out. If you're both in the same boat, consider vis-
iting a resume service. A comprehensive list of resume services
can be found at
hitp://www.yahoo.com/Business_and_Economy/Companies/E
mployment_Services/Resume_Services/.

Done? Good. Back to business. Our next step is to develop
an ASCII version of your resume. This may not make sense
now, but as you venture onto the Net, all will become clear. A
growing number of companies now accept email resumes, and
many (if not most) will specify ASCII formatting. The reason
is simple: No matter what type of machine they have, ASCII
text will come out clean and relatively neat. Remember, special
effects are nice, but in the end, it is your knowledge and/or
experience that will land you a job.

Time to Define

Although the temptation to spam the Internet with resumes may
be great, resist it in favor of a hard-target search of the appropri-
ate resources. This will cut down on the amount of noise in your
mailbox and also improve the odds that you will find something
you want. Therefore, you must first determine what type of
search you need to perform. In this article, I will discuss:

+ Finding an internship

+ Finding a first job (e.g., straight out of school)

+ Finding a job in a specific area

+ Finding a job anywhere

For each category, I will give a brief definition of the

search, followed by places to search for that particular type of
job. There are not enough column inches in this entire maga-
zine to cover every job posted online, but I’ll do my best to
point you toward the cream of the crop.

i

The Internship

Internships are an excellent way to get that elusive experience
that employers seek when it’s time to get that first job out of
school. Some companies pay a stipend for internships, while
others use them as unpaid labor. Both kinds are plentiful on
the Internet.

Many top companies provide information about intern-
ships on their World-Wide Web sites. If there is a particular
company (or companies) for which you would like to slave
(er, intern), stop by the company’s site and check their jobs
section. If you're not sure what the company’s URL is, or if
they even have one, try Digital Equipment’s Alta Vista search
engine (http://www.altavista.digital.com/) for help tracking
them down online.

If you just need an internship — any internship — consid-
er checking out one of the many sites online dedicated to
internships. These include the Brain Book’s Internship Index
(http://www.reg.uci.edu:80/UCI/SOP/BRAINBOOK/intern-
ship.html), the internships page at
http://icpac.indiana.edu/interns.html, and The Princeton
Review Online
(hitp://www.review.com/career/internships_worth.html).
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The First Job

The first job out of college is often the most difficult to land
without connections, which can mean anything from a friend
to an alumni association. On the Internet, your options
expand somewhat. There are many sites dedicated to helping
college juniors and seniors figure out what they want to do,
and how to find a job in their chosen field.

For those who still aren’t sure what to do with their degree, a
visit to a career center may be in order. America Online and
CompuServe both have excellent career centers online that offer
everything from resume help to career-oriented bulletin boards.

On the Internet, career guidance is available from nearly
every job search site online. A number of career guidance sites
also are available. One such site is the electronic edition of the
Career Development Manual
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infocecs/CRC/manual-
home.html), which will assess your strengths and weaknesses,
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interests, and so on and offer some helpful sugges-
tions concerning your future. If you just want to
explore some specific jobs, try the Exploring
Occupations site at hitp://www.umanitoba.ca/coun-
selling/careers.html.

The next step is to find those all important con-
nections. If you use an online service, odds are you
can find assistance in a job center. The job sites vary
by service, but many include bulletin boards where
users can meet and greet others who have been in
your position before. These boards may not bring
you a job right away, but they can be great sources
of support and potential networking.

There are also quite a few professionally oriented
email mailing lists where you can make connections
and “network” online. Find some that suit your
career goals, and spend much of your time on them
lurking. Be careful not to make a pest of yourself:
Flame the wrong person or leave a bad impression
on the list and you may do more harm than good.

On the Web, try College Connection at
http://www.careermosaic.com:80/cm/cc/cc1.html,
which features a list of companies that actively seek
out new graduates, as well as links to universities,
resume help, and job fair info. Another site, Job
Hunter (http://www.collegegrad.com/) also offers
the obligatory resume/interviewing tips, and other
useful information.

In addition to these general sites, check out your
alma mater’s Web site (assuming it has one). Some
offer basic job hunting tips, and still others will have
links to career sites.

Tips for Applicants/Employers

Finding work online means following a new set of rules as well
as the old standbys. Here are a few suggestions for applicants as
well as would-be employers, collected from professionals on
both side of the job hunt.

i

To

the Applicant:

Have an ASCII (plain text) resume ready to send via email. This
means skipping the special effects in favor of a clean, well-written
resume. Never assume that your contact will be able to read your
WordPerfect, Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat, or HTML resume.
(Even if they can, they may not want to.) You can still prepare a
fancy resume to print for snail mail queries, or to keep queued in
your Send basket for faxing via modem.

Listen to the employer when they set guidelines. Even if they volun-
teer an email or telephone number, refrain from using them unless
you have a real reason. Do not bother the employer two days after
your interview to ask how you did.

If you are rejected, consider contacting the person with whom you
interviewed one last time. In many cases, the interviewer will take a
few minutes to critique your interview performance. If they do not
respond to your call, or decline to offer a post-mortem on your inter-
view, accept it with a smile.

the Emploer:

Please, don't leave applicants hanging. If you promise to call but
cannot, take a moment to contact the applicant, even if it's just a
shart note via email, and let him or her know.

Make the boundaries clear from the beginning. If your email address
is to be used only in certain situations (e.g., if another job offer is
made and you'd like the opportunity to counter it), state that up front.
If you prefer that the applicant not call or send email at all, say so.

Don'’t contact the applicant at work, unless you have cleared it with
him/her ahead of time. Some job seekers don’t want their coworkers
to know that they're looking, but they often will include their work
phone number on their resume as a courtesy or because it's expected.

Finding @ Job [Specific Markef)

Okay, so you've been out in the job market for a few years,
and now you are ready to make the big move to your dream
job. This is where the Internet truly makes its bones. Anyone
can find the local newspaper ads, but it might be a little diffi-
cult if your dream job is 2,000 miles or more away. Unless, of
course, you have Web access.

Dozens (and perhaps by now, hundreds) of newspapers
place their want ads online already, and more are getting
online every day. Many sites, including the San Francisco
Examiner’s SF Gate (http://www.sfgate.com/) and the
Philadelphia Inquirer’s site (hitp://www.phillynews.com/)
offer a searchable database of the latest want ads. Smaller

CONTINUES...
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papers may require you to dig for the

want ads, however. You can find a comprehensive list of news-
paper Web sites at Newslink, at http://www.newslink.org/.

The newspaper is just one outlet available to you on the
Internet, however. Other options include going straight to the
source: Visit company Web pages and check out the
jobs/employment section. Another excellent resource is
Usenet. A handful of major markets have “jobs” newsgroups,
which usually are comprised of job offers posted by compa-
nies. Another set of “jobs.wanted” Usenet groups are available
for those seeking jobs. This is where applicants can post their
ASCII resumes (see, I told you it would come in handy!) for
employers to view in awe.

Finding @ Job Anywhere

Internauts who are willing to go anywhere may have the best
chance of landing a position quickly. There are miscellaneous
jobs.wanted Usenet newsgroups, plus you can post your
resume to any Usenet groups in desirable markets.

A better strategy, however, is to hit the job services online.
Some are free, others charge. It is up to you to determine
which services are worth paying for and which ones to leave
alone. As can be expected, you will receive more assistance

from the for-pay services than the freebies. It never hurts to
submit your resume anywhere, however. You can always turn
down a job if it’s offered, and you decide not to move.

One of the best (and most popular) for-pay services is Job
Center (http://www.jobcenter.com/), which costs about $20
for six months of service. When you register, it will take a few
minutes to fill out a profile and upload your prepared resume.
Plan to spend the time it takes to get everything right at this
point, as it is the cornerstone of your search (as far as this par-
ticular site is concerned). If you need to correct your profile or
change it later, you can do so online via an assigned password.
Once you finish registering and get into the database, employ-
ers will be able to call up your resume by searching on key-
words (e.g., “nurse”). In the meantime, Job Center will email
you job matches that match your keywords as they come in.
The service also can be used to periodically auto-post your
resume to selected Usenet jobs groups, an invaluable service.

NationJob (hitp://www.nationjob.com/) also offers a variety
of services for the happy hunter. The service includes a search-
able database of company profiles, a searchable jobs database,
and links to other sites. NationJob also includes P.J. Scout

(Personal Job Scout), which also sends job descriptions to the
job seeker via email.

NationJob
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Network

If you are more of a

do-it-yourselfer, consider checking out the Virtual
Job Fair (http://www.careerexpo.com/), which never shuts
down and doesn’t require an E-ticket to ride. Around 400
companies list thousands of jobs on the fair site. More than
half of the jobs listed are in the computer industry. (Usenet
also is overwhelmed with computer-oriented jobs, so it helps
if you're technically oriented.)

The job listings at the Virtual Job Fair are updated once per
month. Therefore, this site is definitely worth checking out,
but it should not be your primary resource. The Virtual Job
Fair also includes a “Resume Center” where jobseekers can
drop off their resumes. You can read the full text of High
Technology Careers magazine while you are waiting for that
big email (or phone call).

Federal jobseekers should check out CareerNet

(http://www.careers.org/), which doesn’t offer much in and of
itself, but does link to federal job boards in every state.
Speaking of states, you can find just about every state on the
Internet, primarily on the World-Wide Web. A majority of the
U.S. state employment offices are linked at
http://WWW.AJB.DNI.US/cgi-bin/ajb/otherjobs/.

If you want a little more guidance before hopping online,
consider investing in one of the various books dedicated to
finding you a job. NetJobs, by Mary Goodwin, Deborah Cohn,
and Donna Spivey, is a no-nonsense guide to job hunting and
resume services on the Internet and the online services. The
book already is a tad outdated — it lists the now defunct
eWorld as a resource, and fails to mention the Microsoft
Network — but its basic information base is excellent. (A
number of the sites mentioned in this story also are men-
tioned, in greater detail, in the book.)

These job sites are just a handful of the options available
online. While they are all excellent starting points, the best job
search is the personalized one. Visit a few sites, get a feel for
what you need (and want), and then pursue the areas that
work for you — be it Usenet, the full-service job site, or sim-
ply cruising your dream companies for potential openings.
The Internet cannot cut down on the amount of footwork
you do, but it can make it an easier and more pleasant experi-
ence. And who knows — perhaps that perfect job is just
around the corner.

You'll never know until you log on. &

Jacqui Kramer writes the Future Tense column for this magazine.

Link Your BBS and the Internet
_with Internet Collection

Now you can offer your callers access to the Internet
right from your PCBoard BBS. Your callers can use
SLIP or PPP to browse the World Wide
Web with graphical web browsers or use
any of the text-mode applications as
though they are a part OF the BBS itself -
including Telnet, RLogin, FTP, Gopher,
Archie, Finger, ng, Whois and NTime.

PCBoards for DOS  PCBoards for 0S/2 L
PCBoard is now available on CD-ROM
1.800.356.1686

= Clark Development Company, Inc.
:¥950 South 700 East, Suite 303, Murray, Utah 84107-2173

_.E Tel 801.261.1686 Fax 801.261-8987 BBS 801.261.8976

— —_— email: sales@saltair.com - tech.support@saltair.com

———————
Copynighit 1995 Ciark Deveispment Company, Inc. All Rights Resanvad. PCBoard and PCBMunl are regataned trademarks
and PPLL is a rademark of Clark Daveilopment Company, Inc.

Multiple Award Winner

S PCBoard.

Professional BBS Software

Sales and Installations
% FREE 2 node demo %

List  Sale
PCBoard for DOS 2 node $149 $119
PCBoard for DOS 25 node  $549  $399
PCBoard for OS/2 2 node $229 $169
PCBoard for OS/2 25 node  $849  $599

We have all PCBoard Products Available!

World Data Network
— ] 1.703.648.0808 voice

1.703.620.8900 BBS
telnet: wdn.bbs
email: pcboard.prices @wdn.com
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NETSCAPE 2.0 PLUG-INS ADD
ELECTRICITY TO THE WEB

c

Though in past editions of Webwise I’ve covered a lot of the new features
of Netscape 2.0, one in particular bears revisiting: Netscape’s plug-in archi-
‘ tecture. Why? Well, apart from the fact that a ton of third-party companies
have been jumping on the plug-in bandwagon — releasing free or low-cost
code that extends the capabilities of your Web browser — there’s the not-
so-small fact that Microsoft has adopted Netscape plug-ins for its Internet

Explorer v3.0 browser as well. (So has Oracle, but you're less likely to be

cruising the Web with its geek-happy PowerBrowser.)

Point is plug-ins are not going away, so you might as well
get used to them, and start using them.

Plugged In

Since you could probably spend most of your life downloading,
installing, and upgrading your Netscape plug-ins, it’s best if
you go about this in a logical manner. Do you have a sound
card (or plan to get one soon)? If not, you can pretty much
rule out all of the sound and MIDI music plug-ins out there
— a good third of all available plug-ins. Unless indicated, the
devices mentioned in this column are available — or will be
very soon — for both Macintosh and Windows.

The ones you should put at the top of your list include
Macromedia Shockwave animation (http://www.macrome-
dia.com/Tools/Shockwave/sdc/Plugin/index.html), Adobe
Systems” Amber PDF plug-in (http://www.adobe.com/Amber/),
and Live3D from Netscape for VRML
(http://home.netscape.com/comprod/products/navigator/live3
d/download_live3d.html).

There are other VRML plug-ins, and there will be more
appearing in the coming months, but none has really distin-
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guished itself yet. Besides, NetScape oy
cation, so there should be a‘minin
software, right? (Please don’t answerdl

The Envoy plug-in from Tumbleweed SOkt
(http://www.twcorp.com/), based on Novell’s text brow
another good bet. You can be sure that Microsoft will try to
make its Word document format an Internet standard in the
near future, but Luntil it does, there’s a third-party plug-in
from INSO Corp that does the job — for a price — at
http://www.inso.com/plug.htm. At least there’s a free 30-day
demo, which ought to last until
Microsoft gets its act together
and releases one gratis.

Making Movies ,

Apart from Shockwave, there

| are quite a few new anima-

| tion plug-ins, each promis-

| ing to revolutionize the
Web. Fortunately, since the

| companies hope to sell the



or |

movies to Web site content providers, the plug-
ins are generally free to end users. Hence, you can try them all!
~ Thf(é}bst promlsmg 1nclude Totally H1p Software s Sizzler

imations o uclzr’l)lf(e aﬂlmejula,ced GIF The animation
t firstybut Ja (gets;pr@grés,ﬁvely clearer as the file
;{ ts/playing almost immedi-

Ihe cogl patt'is t%fia
are isjgeared m l'ow%lrd TV-like programming:
' _ ?-‘éi?aquahty similar to Saturday

- prox;rusr}g a slew of QuickTime movie
is for ;véfﬁ&.hmg from QuickTime movies that start
ifig'the 1porn¢n%‘you start to download them to its virtual
-ish Qillc eVR 1andscapes Unfortunately, they’re a
ate in h?pe '
ore sleeping, so‘rqé;dn rprising young code hackers like Ivan
gvero BelauPch"f}d’v released plug-ins for 1n11ne Qu1ckT1me

If you do h und capabilities you're in luck because now
you can enjoy sbund, music, and radio — all contained within

the wiidow on your Web browser. (Well, speakers help but the

cont hen available — are embedded in the window.)
= : . &I Er—
=2 = Crescendo!
‘ # Enhancing the Web with Music!
Lo Download Crescendo!
2 Why Crescendo? |
' Crescendo!
|
AI |
% Experience Crescendo!
s ™ |
RS Adding Crescendo!

N This brings me to the top plug-in to have in your arsenal:

| Progressive Networks’ RealAudio, at hitp://www.realaudio.com/.
| RealAudio has really caught on across the Web, and there is

| plenty of enjoyable programming available, so you'll want to

."II put this near the top of your plug-in list.

| For MIDI music fans, there are quite a few options,
| including a few home-brew offerings. Your best bet is the

[ cross-platform Crescendo, a plug-in by LiveUpdate at

hitp://www.liveupdate.com/crescendo.htmi.

T, DPILF II'II
ey | [nsanely Cool Stuff
e, vhn

software to encode the oranm PE1 your |

There are other kinds of plug-ins doing things you might
have imagined impossible. Cool things. So get used to being
surprised — this is what the “New Web” is founded on.

Right off the bat, I have to tell you that Galacticomm has
a Worldgroup plug-in that will let you interface with their
popular graphical BBS through your Web browser. You can
find the Worldgroup plug-in at hitp://www.gcomm.com/.

One thing of I'm certain you'll see no shortage of is new
and exciting image formats. These will plug in support for
new graphics faster than you can say, “What ever happened to
PNG?”

One to watch is Johnson-Grace’s ART image format. If
you've ever used America Online, you'll recognize it as the
style of graphics that appear as if behind frosted glass, only to
become clearer with each subsequent pass. You’ll find an ART
image plug-in, which also handles compressed audio, at
hitp://www.jgc.com/.

It’s a safe bet that every company will claim that its technol-
ogy alone will offer the fastest loading images on the planet.
For now, one firm looks particularly promising. Maybe it’s the
name: Lightning Strike. You can find their new Wavelet image
compression plug-in at hitp://www.infinop.com/.

Looking for something cooler than new graphics formats?
If your Mac browser is already “shocked” with Shockwave, you
can control it with the sound of your voice, thanks to Digital
Dreams’ speech recognition plug-in at
http://emf.net:80/~dreams/Hi-Res/.

And if that doesn’t dazzle you, how about a multilingual
Netscape? You can get language translation features for
English, Spanish, German, and French text from Globalink at
hitp://www.globalink.com/. Parlez-vous HTML?

Future Directions

Eventually we should see a “shake-out” on the Net as some
plug-ins become wildly popular and others fade away from
disuse. You'll likely see the best ones bundled with Web
browsers; already Shockwave and RealAudio are included with
Oracle’s PowerBrowser, and it’s early yet. Also, expect more
interactive stuff — like plug-in games — to emerge.

If you're really interested in plug-ins and want to keep
up-to-date, you can do no better than to bookmark

CONTINUES...
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BrowserWatch’s Plug-in Plaza at hitp://www.browserwatch.com/plug-in.html. The

site catalogs plug-ins in development, as well as those that you can download or

purchase right now, and it lets you know at a glance which platforms are supported.
It’s sort of like dying and going

to plug-in heaven. i:t;&wm e f:wmmaw ?;'6;
ASAP WebdShow Jovs you vie'W any docwnent created by SPC's award-winning ASAP SAMPLES
Wummuwnmvmmm m
Dverheard on the ‘et e =
bcmbat ke ‘adote 1N
| Acrobet Amber (codenaime) Reeder that you can use  view, Tavigew, andpm:lP’on'hi Tean
| Document Format (F_DF) s dhu:ny in yow N-w Ntml:r m EAMPLES
“Give me ambiguity, or give me |pqn == B— F—
something else.” = . T ProgTools i
Coul notconmect D she ISAMPLES
'ﬂi-l‘- - : ‘Company PPC 66k
Dave Kramer can be reached at | e s Bl ol Disk nc. Ll
Rusty Edie reeltime@vyoicenet.com. i ok et ) T

The Friendliest BBS in the
World is now on the Web

Introducing Rusty n Edie’s
Web BBS

http://www.rne.com Installing plug-ins

Over 45 gigs of the best share-
ware on the net

35+ gigs of the hottest adult
graphics and animation

Easy Point and click file access

On April 10, 1996 one of the
largest and oldest BBSs opened its
URL to the world to provide all
Web users a place to go to get
quality files and gifs. If you are
tired of getting incomplete or out-
dated files from those endless FTP
sites, set your browser to
www.rne.com and see the BBS
difference.

Rusty n Edie’s Web BBS Advantages:

1. We post approx. 30 megs of
shareware files each day.

2. We post approx. 20 megs of
adult files each day.

3. All files scanned for all known
viruses.

4. Windows, Games and Macintosh
file conferences.

5.Huge adult areas for those over
18 years of age!

6. With membership, download up
to 1.2 gigs a year.

Moleei e =l e = 330-726-4217
. PR SN 330-726-3590
http://www.rme.com
web.sysop@me.com
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the 1970s, as I recall, there were these rugged individuals of a mechanical nature who would

B -

e cNRRZE RN s

er their

ards as they stripped, retooled, sooped up, repainted, rewired and sanded down their mobile restora-

ork-in-progress. These scenes are considered eyesores now (were they not then?), and newer cars are

far too complicated electronically to be dilly-dallied with on a Saturday afternoon. The new work in progress

is the home PC.

Like the big V8s of yesteryear, home
computers never seem quite right and
are constantly in need system mainte-
nance. If I solved my automobile prob-
lems in the same manner as my PC, the
neighbors would likely be dialing 911,
because the best way I’ve found to
resolve serious system instability is to
blow the system up: C:AFORMAT C:\

You see my computer is fond of
crashing lately (a neat effect I blame on
software manufacturers, of course).
Part of my weekly repertoire is to load
and test new software titles for review
on my radio program. Each day pack-
ages arrive and are stacked in the cor-
ner of my office: Corel, Microsoft,
Quarterdeck, 7th Level, Id, Lucas,
Voyager, Adobe, Hearst, Time-Warner...
the list is endless.

This sounds like a great deal, and
playing with the new gizmos for free

has it’s advantages. However, an inter-
esting thing often happens upon load-
ing the latest-n-greatest. It seems that
software developers assume your oper-
ating system wants to be completely
reconfigured in order to run their par-
ticular title. The result: When I fire up
my computer in the morning it’s a crap
shoot (me wanting to shoot the crap).
Sometimes it locks up as Windows
boots, other times my IP stuff goes loco
and my Internet access bombs. My
favorite flub is the “An illegal operation
has occurred, this program will be ter-
minated” message.

The three-finger salute is meaning-
less (control-alt-delete) as my system
chases it’s tale in a silicon frenzy, lock-
ing that evil green LED above the HD
indicator into an eerie bright glow. The
more software I load, the more volatile
the system is.
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Software manufacturers that include
an uninstall icon are my heroes.
Somewhere in the depths of silicon
valley, someone in R&D answered the
clue phone and figured out that some-
day we consumers might want to get
rid of the software she or he is so dili-
gently developing.

And another thing: Pretty inter-
face=slow interface. But you already
know that — at least those BBSers who
decried the advent of GUI BBSs know
it. I've sacrificed speed for the ability to
drag and drop. As it stands now, [ want
to drag this Compaq to the window
and drop it three stories (though I'm
sure that brain of yours is solving my
system diagnostic dilemma as you read
this and [ can count on lots of email
with words like “dunce” in it).

One of the problems lies with the
computer manufacturers. The current



If | solved my automobile problems in the same manner as my PC, the neigh-
bors would likely be dialing 911, because the best way I've found to resolve
serious system instability is to blow the system up: C:\FORMAT C:\

trend of computer consumption dictates that new con-
sumers want their new pretty machine to be ready to roll
“right out of the box.” Subsequently, some computer manu-
facturers stuff the system with tons of needless software.
Worse than that, some, in their benevolent nature, create some
hackneyed operating system/application that rides on top of
Windows (as if Windows didn’t give enough problems).

When I received a new Compagq Presario, it took me weeks
to purge the hard drive of the endless nonsense. In the con-
sumption=salvation methodology, Compaq puts an applica-
tion on top of Windows that looks like a mall. We all love the
mall don’t we? It’s annoying and full of stuff we don’t need or
can’t afford, but you still have to look at it as you go by. Upon
fire-up, you are taken to this Presario Plaza that let’s you
choose the Windows Gallery, or click on the fountain, or the
kids store. I still can’t for my life figure out how the hell to
strip it off my system. Granted I haven’t taken the time to read

the code, but I shouldn’t have to.

The Happy People at HP called me to demo their new
flame-thrower HP Pavillion. The first thing I noticed was
something riding on top of Windows. They call it “training
wheels for Windows.” My first question, of course, was “How
do I get rid of it?” To my surprise it was a snap: Point, click,

gone. The interface was actually cooler looking than Windows,

but it’s nice to have some control over the computer.

I read a recent study that said people give their computers
human attributes, talking to them, thanking the machine. I
totally agree. I've turned into a trash-mouth with my
machine. Co-workers think I’'m on the phone yelling sili-
con laced expletives. 'm simply trying to communicate
with my good friend Ms. or Mr. PC.

saving brace?

Frankly I'm ready for the next revolution. Everyone at the
computer shows are buzzing about it, then later it seems like
an afterthought. At the Seybold convention in Boston this
year, I must have heard the word Java a thousand times. Great,
but [ can’t program Java, as I had not reached superhuman
status when last I checked.

Don’t worry, the drag and drop Java development tools
are in beta, and we shall all feel the healing light of Java’s

warm glow. Never mind that it takes five years to load a web
page as it is.

What does get my blood flowing are useful items, like the
new Webtalk by Quarterdeck. It’s an Internet telephone, full
duplex, that sounds great. And as you log onto the
Quarterdeck server to meet other folks (no more getting
kicked out of IRC) you can see where people are calling from
via a nifty map. The program is a little tech heavy upon
install, and requires some thinking (which I did none of...1
called “tech support man”). Programs like this do create more
of a sense of community on the Net, rather than cold type in
chat rooms. I give it a higher rating than RealAudio, which
never seems to sound right to me.

Some other things that I give a hearty salute to are Web
development tools and maintenance programs. Every trade
show gushes with eager vendors touting their “wizzy-way”
Web page authoring device. But some jump out at you, like
Corel Web.Designer and Adobe Sitemill.

But new software titles are slamming the shelves daily.
They're easier to develop, and this subsequently creates a
situation for the consumer where dozens of titles exist

— all doing the same thing.

In the end, which is now, some reports have
shown consumers are becoming wary of new soft-
ware titles. They’re expensive and often trouble-

some. Many programs, games and utilities just aren’t

what they’re cracked up to be, leaving me out in the

front yard with my CPU up on cement blocks, banging
on the underside with a wrench, and wondering if I should
euthanize my old pal with a final CAFORMAT C:\ o

Lazlow Jones writes and produces the
Underground Technofile for the Underground Network,
an alternative radio satellite network in New York. The
Technofile is syndicated on over 47 stations nationwide.
Email him at lazlow@undernet.com or check the Web at
www.undernet.com.
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infernet//with.ease

By RicH

TCP or Bust

SANTALTESA

Configuring

I hate computers. There. I finally got this off my chest. Nothing brings more freshly squeezed grief into my

life than PCs. But in an age where blaming others is de rigueur, I’'m willing to entertain that it’s me, not my

toilet training, society or the tooth fairy responsible for my urban angst. I blame myself because I foolishly

expect computers to work with a minimum of hair pulling, rending of garments and sacrificial offerings to

the gods. As I type this (on my notebook) my home office’s four systems are all hosed for unknown reasons.

But if my digital arms can’t master this techno-junk, what’s
an online newbie to do faced with the vast task of getting on
the Net? First tip: trust no one. Don’t believe any promises of
whiter teeth, easier connections and instant access. It just isn’t
real, though I hear that the government has the solution for
computing ailments stored in a bunker in New Mexico and
refuses to release it for fear of the economic impact.

Second, if you can, always get your <cousin, daughter,
neighbor> to waste their time getting you connected rather
than doing it yourself. The key to success is delegation. Letting
go of your problems is the only way to get ahead. Always has,
always will. You think Caesar worried about how chariot races
were being scheduled? Hardly.

This concludes the easy part of this session. All those audit-
ing the class should leave at this time.

The Good, The Books and The Ugly

Getting on the Net means dealing with TCP/IP, which stands
for Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol. TCP/IP
is the lingua franca of the Internet. Unless you recently won
the lottery and can afford a T-1 or other high-speed direct
connection to the Net you'll also be dealing with PPP, Point-
to-Point Protocol. PPP is a means for handling TCP/IP data
over serial lines — in other words, over your modem or
ISDN connection.

One of the best and easiest to understand overviews of the
wide Internet world is How The Internet Works by Joshua
Eddings, published by ZD Press. It's heavy on the infographics,
but supplies a solid round-up for anyone who doesn’t know
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the Internet from a fishing net.

But before you can hook to the Net — via either Windows
or Mac — you’ll need to have TCP support installed AND a
variety of PPP information configured. Each system takes a
different approach. In my opinion, Windows 95 is both easier
and more flexible for those setting up multiple PPP connec-
tions with more than one Internet or online account — but
then I'm the one with a room full of downed systems.

On the Mac there’s
no hooking to the Net
without MacTCP, a
control panel that
adds TCP support for
network or dial-up
connections.
MacTCP’s sidekick,
MacPPP is itself a
two part produc-
tion (ConfigPPP, a
control panel, and
PPP, an extension)
which handles the
actual dirty work of dialing your modem,
running your login script and making the connection. System
7.5 includes MacTCP. Early systems don’t.

Although I've used a Mac for over 10 years, MacTCP and
ConfigPPP are hardly intuitive. Probably the best explana-
tion of how to configure the duo can be found in The
Macintosh Web Browser Kit by Dan Meriwether, published by
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. The $29.95 book also includes a
CD-ROM of software and tutorial info. The latest System

......
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dWin9?h

PuTt AwAY THE HAMMER

eNet

and REACH for your MODEM

7.5.3 upgrade replaces MacTCP with Apple’s Open Transport
and fixes a slew of bugs. Though I just downloaded the 14
(count ‘em) diskette upgrade, I haven’t worked up the nerve
to install it — yet.

Attention Win 3.11 users! Win95’s built-in TCP/IP is a terrific
reason to upgrade. Getting Netted from Win 3.11 usually
requires wrestling with Trumpet or some other stack, which
is computerese for TCP/IP support. (Quarterdeck’s Internet
Suite 2.0 includes a very good TCP setup and dialer for Win
3.11 users.) Remember, though, that
unless you select Win95’s custom install,
and add “Dial-Up Networking” you
won't be able to get to the Net. You'll
also need to add the TCP/IP protocol.
If you missed both of these when
upgrading to Win95, or your system
wasn’t set-up with them, head for the
Control Panel and double-click on the
Network icon. Select protocol, then
Microsoft and click on TCP/IP. Win95 St
will ask for your CD-ROM or specific
floppy disk and install the compo-
nents. Also check to see that you
have the “Dial Up Adapter” installed.
Next you'll need to select “Make New Connection” from with-
in the Dial-Up Networking icon, which for some reason is ini-
tially buried within the Accessories group. (TIP: create a
shortcut for Dial-Up Networking and leave it on the desktop.)

If you're not completely frazzled by now, great! Still, unless
you managed to lasso your nephew into setting up your sys-
tem, it’s a whole lot simpler to get a kit that handles all this
dirty work. As my grandfather use to say, your poison’s easier
to swallow if it’s premixed.

On the Mac side a slew of books and kits proclaim one-stop
access to the Net. [ haven’t found the perfect solution, but you
could do a lot worse than Apple’s own Internet Connection
Kit or Software Ventures’s Internet Valet (http://www.sve-
dudes.com). Internet Valet includes MacTCP, MacPPP,
TurboGopher, Newswatch, Eudora, MicroPhone Telnet, and
Enhanced Mosaic. Of course, once you've set up an account
through the software, your first stop should be to download
Netscape and ditch Mosaic.

The Apple Internet Connection Kit includes Netscape 1.12

Windows Tcp

(download version 2.0 right away), Claris Emailer Lite,
NewsWatcher, Fetch, Stuffit Expander, NCSA Telnet and the
Apple Internet Dialer. You can assemble all the functionality
of each kit for free yourself, but you need to be online already
to do it — a classic Catch-22.

Book Me Duta Here

If information is power, then your local book store is a neg-
ative power sink. Whenever I stum-
ble into Barnes and Noble, I'm
i assaulted by the shear tonnage of
Internet-related books being ped-
dled. It almost seems that four out
of five people who've ever been
online have written a book about the
experience. The predictable result is
that most of these tomes are crap.

Here’s a tip worth about $30. Don’t
bother buying any books that simply
list page after page of sites. By the time
the book appears on the shelf a good
percentage of the sites will have moved,
or be gone altogether. Once you're online a quick totter to one
of the popular search engines will keep you busy for years,
with more accurate results than said books.

Still, nestled among the dross are a few useful volumes
out there that can smooth your way. For Windows, take a
look at the Windows 95 Internet Kit from Microsoft Press. It’s
small enough to tackle, yet stuffed with info. An updated
classic, The Whole Internet for Windows 95 from O’Reilly &
Associates focuses on Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, and
clearly lays out how to configure Win95 for primo Net surf-
ing. Lastly, Windows 95 Unleashed, published by Sams, is a
mammoth compendium of Winfo. If it’s out there, it’s prob-
ably in this book.

Despite the hassle, it’s worth it in the end. Once online
you’ll soon wonder how you ever lived without a daily dose
of TCP-ing. Nl

Rich Santalesa is the Executive Editor of NetGuide Magazine
and former founding editor of Windows User.

BBS HET June 1936




These days, whe .

shareware file

of us are downloading at 28.

OIm

=

".

8K, we often don’t hesitate to download one-megabyte

5;
-

orite BBSs or online services. But ’'m old enough to remember the days when the

top speed of fhy modem anigl the modems of the services I called was 2400. In those days, I had to think twice

about downlo4 c over 200K. Still, many of us

download, and it is in this spirit that I put a size
restriction on the software reviewed this month,
acquiring only those in the 200K or less arena. I

think you'll agree that it’s simply not true that

bigger is always better.

Windows
Poster 2.3

POSTER23.ZIP

By Bob Bedoll

Poster Software

11002 48th St. E.
Puyallup, WA 98372
Email: PosterSW@aol.com

ink-jet

Remember those banner-making programs that made it possi-
ble to create horizontal banners on your continuous-feed
paper printer? As ink-jet and laser printers proliferate, the old
continuous feed printers are getting tougher and tougher to
find these days. But the ability to create long banners and
more lives on in Poster.

The program lets you create huge signs, posters, or banners
on any printer. Begin by selecting the poster shape: vertical,
horizontal, or banner. If necessary, adjust the size of the final
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prefer to wait as little as possible for shareware to

a : or hi ) ut the pieces on your
or laser printer and then paste them together for a finished product.

printout (you can make posters up to nine feet long or wide
and banners up to nine feet long). Then use Poster’s tools and
menu commands to type in and format text. Poster supports
all installed fonts, sizes, and standard styles. It also offers spe-
cial effects like 3D type, shadow, subscripts, and colors.

Next, add a border. Poster comes with several simple bor-
ders, but you can import others you may have on hand. If you
want graphics, too, add them in four different ways: insert an
OLE object, paste a graphic from the Windows clipboard,
import a BMP or WMF graphic file, or use Poster’s drawing
tools to draw simple designs. Finally, save and print your fin-
ished poster or banner.



: method doesn’t produce satis-
factory results on your printer. The last
step to creating your poster or banner
is pasting the printed sheets together.

Poster works with Windows 3.1 and
Windows 95. And it includes complete
online help describing all of its fea-
tures. Poster is distributed as shareware
with a registration fee of $10.
Registered users get unlimited support,
upgrades, and a disk filled with borders
you can use with Poster.

DiskCopy 3.2

DCOPY32.ZIP

by CT Software

759 Galleon Lane

Elk Grove, IL 60007
Email: RON2222@aol.com

Need a fast way to copy or format floppy
disks? Check out DiskCopy. This little
32-bit program formats and duplicates
disks quickly and easily.
When you run DiskCopy, it displays
a window with all its options. When
you choose the Disk Copy option, you
can select a source and destination
disk. Then click the Copy button.
= DiskCopy
immedi-
ately asks
you how
many
copies
you
want.
Enter a
value,
click
OK and
Viola.

ral features that

DiskCopy includes seve er Windows

make it quicker to use thar_\ oth o
disk duplicating O¥ formatting too

When you choose
DiskCopy’s Disk Format
option, additional options
become available. Choose Quick
Format to quickly erase all files from
a previously formatted disk or Full
Format to format a disk from scratch.
You can also specify disk capacity
with a pop-up menu, enter a volume
label, copy system files, or create a
full boot disk.

DiskCopy comes with online help
that explains how to use it. It is distrib-
uted as shareware. If you continue to
use it after a 30 day evaluation period,
pay the $10 shareware fee. You’ll get a
registration code you can use to disable
the shareware reminder notices.

Hof Corners 1.2

HOTC.ZIP

By Firas El-Hasan

4137 W. 132nd St.
Hawthorne, CA 90250
Email: FirasE@msn.com

The built-in screen saver capabilities of
Windows 95 are good, but they lack
one feature you might need: the ability
to invoke the screen saver immediately
or to quickly disable it. That’s where
Hot Corners comes in. This little
Windows 95 program lets you specify
“hot corners” on your screen.
Positioning your cursor in one of these
corners either activates or disables the
screen saver without opening the
Display control panel.

Run Hot Corners to configure it and
enable the features. Use the Options
button to display the main setup
options. Choose a corner that will acti-
vate the screen saver and another cor-
ner to disable it. You can also specify
whether you want Hot Corners to show

With Hoe Corners

activage or disapye ::"' c"
e

ind

the sys-
tem tray icon or center the

cursor after activating the screen saver. If
you’re worried that the hot corners will
interfere with normal computer opera-
tions, you can even specify a pixel size
for the corners. The smaller you make
the corners, the less likely you are to
touch them accidentally.

If you'd like to make some adjust-
ments to the way the Display control
panel is set up for the screen saver,
click Hot Corner’s Screen Setup but-
ton. This opens the Display control
panel to the Screen Saver tab. When
you're all finished configuring Hot
Corners, click Run. This hides the pro-
gram and activates its features. If you
plan to use Hot Corners regularly, add
a shortcut to your StartUp folder so it’s
launched automatically each time you
start your computer.

Hot Corners works well with
Windows 95. (It will also work with
Windows NT 3.51 if the New Shell
Preview Technology is installed.) And it
comes with a documentation file that
explains how it works.

Hot Corners is distributed as
shareware. Try it for up to 30 days
before paying a $10 fee. Registered
users get a name and code that disables
the shareware reminder screens.

Hot Corners is especially useful if
you use the password protection fea-
ture of the Windows screen saver to
hide your work from others when away
from your desk. Now you can simply
slide the cursor into the corner of your
choice to protect your screen from
burn-in as well as from prying eyes.

CONTINUES. ..
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The Online Solution
For Your Company.

aiting for,
Winldews-

BBS software. T

an exciting solution that
provides you with the tools
" to create anything from a
basic information system to
a dynamic¢ online service.

L

tm

See it in action yourself.

Point your web browser or telnet to:

bbs.mustang.com
or by modem: 805-873-2400

Wildcat! § is more than
just a Web server.
With built-in support for
public and private messaging,
al-time chat and intelligent
i I¢ search and retrieval
ility, Wildcat! 5 gives
uch more than just a
Web server, Wildcat! 5
lets you create a genuine
online community where
callers come back again
and again.

-

Mustang Softwars, inc. 7,

6200 Lake Ming Road * Bekersfield, CA 93306

Voice 805-873-2500 « Fax 805-873-2539 » BBS 805-873-2400
Internet httpy//www.mustang.com

© 1996 Mustang Software, Inc.
Al nemes sre trademirks o) thelr respeclive companies.
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Scramble Clock puts an animated clock on your screen. Each
digit explodes and pieces scramble to form the next digit.
Configuration options include the ability to set an alarm.

Scrambling Clock 1.0

SCLOCK.ZIP

by Brian A. Mielke

6899 West Belhaven Drive
Boise, ID 83703

Email: BMielke68@aol.com

Scrambling Clock is a small Windows 95 program that displays
the time, in regular or military style, in a window on your
screen. The “scrambling” part of its name refers to the way the
time changes each second: each digit breaks into pieces that
scramble around and reorganize to form the next digit.

Scrambling Clock is simple. Use the installer to install it
properly in Windows. Then launch it. The clock appears. Click
the right mouse button on the clock to display a small menu.
The Setup option displays a window where you can specify
whether the clock should always be on top of all windows
and/or display military time (24 hour clock). You can also turn
on an alarm feature and set the alarm for any day and time.

Scrambling Clock comes with a documentation file that
explains how to use it. It requires Windows 95, and both a
sound card and a 1024x768 graphics card are recommended.

Scrambling Clock is distributed as shareware. If you contin-
ue to use it, pay the $5 shareware fee to get a registration code
that will disable the annoying shareware reminder notices.
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Finder Windows 1.0

by Graham Herrick
Email: gherrick@kagi.com

I'm one of those people who makes folders within folders for
all the applications and files I’ve got on my hard disks. With
two hard disks totaling 1,250 megs of disk space, you can
imagine how many files I've got. Of course, to get at those
files, I wind up opening an awful lot of windows. The result: a
window-cluttered desktop that’s nearly impossible to find any-
thing in.

Enter Finder Windows. This neat little extension adds the
one Finder feature that Apple seems to have forgotten: a
Window menu. Pull down the menu to get a list of all the open
windows, including the Desktop. Choose one of the listed win-
dows to have that window come to the top without any digging.

Finder Windows goes one step further in functionality,
however, by also providing Stack and Arrange commands.
Stack neatly organizes your windows with a cascading effect,
putting the active window on top. Arrange tiles your windows
on the screen, without resizing them. Either way, windows are
easier to find and work with.

Finder Windows comes with a Read Me file that explains
how to install it and what it does. It requires System 7 or later.
Finder Windows is distributed as shareware. If you decide to
keep using it, pay a $10 shareware fee.

Once you get used to having a handy Window menu in the
Finder, I don’t think you’ll be able to do without it.

eXpress 3.0.0

by Stephen Maas

Laser Point

P.0. Box 2378
Watsonville, CA 95077
Email: do485@cwru.edu

The process or Application menu at the far right end of the
System 7.x menu bar gives you access to all running applica-
tions, as well as some commands to hide applications. While
this is handy and makes process switching relatively quick and
easy, wouldn’t it be nicer if you could use its options without
taking your mouse pointer to the menu bar? That’s exactly
'what e%?(press cffers th:e ability to access LheApphaat]on menu
actually using the menu. Instead, you can set key-
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put eXpress
(or an alias of it) in your Startup
[tems folder, it will automatically be
installed each time you start your Mac.

eXpress is preconfigured with a
number of keystrokes. For example, use
Control-h to Hide Others, Control-s to
Show All, and Control-c to Hide
Current. Control-p displays a “sticky
pop-up” menu of all running applica-
tions; use the arrow keys or mouse
pointer to select the application you
want and press Return. To simply cycle
through all open applications, press
Command-z. Any of these keystrokes
can be changed to ones you prefer.

eXpress comes with a documenta-
tion file that explains how to install,
configure and use it.

It is distributed as shareware. Pay the
$10 registration fee to get registration
instructions that speed up loading time
and remove shareware reminder notices.

Powwer Windows 1.0.]

by Gregory D. Landwebber
Email: greg@math.harvard.edu

If you've used a Macintosh for any
length of time, you've probably noticed
how windows appear as you drag them
from one location to another on the
screen: an outline of the window moves
along with your mouse pointer while the
windpw and its mntemsmnam behind.

Power Windows requires System 7
or later. (It is compatible with System
7.5.3, which introduces the Translucent
Drag Manager for dragging icons.) It
comes with an informative ReadMe file
that explains what it does and discusses
related Mac operations.

Power Windows is distributed as

- shareware; if you decide to continue

using it, pay $5 to compensate Greg for
writing another great interface
improvement.

One word of warning: Power
Windows performs a very processor-
intensive task, one that may be too slow
on older Macs. As Greg suggests in his
ReadMe file, why not use Power
Windows as an excuse to get a newer,
faster Mac?

Newron
Package Popup 1.0

by Ben Gottlieb and Stand Alone, Inc.
1146 Morse Avenue, #3C

Chicago, IL 60626

Email: info@standalone.com

If you've got a fully loaded Newton,
you're probably tired of searching
through the Extras drawer each time
you want to open your favorite pack-
ages. (I know [ am.) If so, check out
Package Popup, a program that puts
the packages you specify within two
pen taps.

Once installed, Package Popup adds
a tiny icon to the bottom of the
Newton screen. Tap it once to display a
menu of all installed packages except
those in the Storage folder. Tap the
package you want to open it. It’s as easy
as that. Package Popup’s menu also
adds commands to rotate the Newton
screen, restart the Newton, or put the
Newton to sleep. That makes these
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Incoming Files (ADL)
Incorning Files (Emafler)
Incorning Files (eWorld)
Macintosh Tips & Tricks

alled 3 window
image moves as you drag it, leaving a ghost
of the image behind.

menu, you can create a Newton version
of the Macintosh Apple menu or
Windows 95 Start menu.

Package Popup comes with a ReadMe
file that explains how to install, configure,
and use it, as well as a special registration
program you can use to register it once
you pay the $15 shareware fee. If you don’t
pay the shareware fee within 30 days of
installation, Package Popup will automati-
cally delete itself from your Newton.
How’s that for shareware fee enforcement?

Finding These Files

If you can’t find these files on your
favorite BBS, try mine. The Electronic
Pen BBS (201.767.6337) is a two-line
FirstClass-based system in Harrington
Park, NJ. Connect with the freely dis-
tributable FirstClass Client software for
a great graphic user interface. Once
online, look in the Sharewaring confer-
ence folder on your Desktop for all the
files recently mentioned in this column.
If you're on the World Wide Web, you
can FTP these files from the Giles Road
Press Web site. Use your browser to view
the URL http://www.intac.com/~gilesrd/
and link to the Sharewaring page ﬁrom
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Looking for a host package that offers messaging,
Internet access, and won’t cost a fortune (who isn’t)?
If you think finding such a program is like seeking

the Holy Grail, it’s time to check out Pancake.

Pancake, by Darrell Turner, is a
command-line interface/waffle-style
host program. Connections are via
modem, Internet, and even across an
AppleTalk network. File transfers are
handled through the Communication
ToolBox file transfer tools.

What’s especially nice about Pancake
is that it doesn’t require a lot of memo-
1y to operate, is easy to configure and
it’s cheap — the shareware host pro-
gram costs a mere $40 (unlike some
that go for $300-400 per package).
Pancake requires System 6.0.5 or later
with the Communications Toolbox
installed, but also works perfectly with
System 7. Version 1.0 comes with three
ports: one for local logon for the sysop,
and two to setup as needed (TCP/IP,
serial or AppleTalk). If you require
more, the price is just $10 per port.
Pancake also asks for just 320K of
memory to run two to three nodes —
see Figure 1.

The look of Pancake is like that of
many other CLUI host programs
(Figure 2), but the true power behind

O

without THE FAT

SE=—— About Pancake ———
=B

Pan cak

I

Macintosh
Waflle
Wanna-Be

| Written by : Darrell Turner

Pancoke version 1.8.

Login Time 19;40p. Ftp:™

Version: 113824

Free Memory :

Login or NEW: new

Welcome to Fly By Day BBS!

Put your full handle or name into the next prompt.

Username: Sysop

Full Name: RAndy Kuykendal |

Running Pancake varsion 1.8.

Username is a name you will receive Internet Mail by.
than 16 characters or have any spaces. Use capitals to seperate words.

Figure |
Enjoy your stay! g

It cannot be |longer
Pancake also
has extensive log-
ging facilities with

| errors appearing

Figure 2

the program lies in the configurability,
chat features, and the Internet connec-
tivity that’s incorporated.

Sysop-abiliry

Pancake has lots of bells and whistles
when it comes to sysop use and setup
of the BBS, offering full screen editing
with cut/copy/paste functions, the
mentioned local node for sysop use,
and even a built in screen saver (which
pops up whenever the specified idle
time is reached, or the cursor is in the
bottom right corner).

June 1936 BBS KET

in different log

files. The use of
the separate error logs is quite helpful
in troubleshooting if problems occur
by the way. These may be viewed from
under the “Special Menu” item within
Pancake (Figure 3).

A sysop can configure Pancake to do

a lot of useful things (Figure 4). For
instance Pancake has a Help folder in
which you can put text files offering
online help to users on virtually any
subject. You can also set your board to
limit new users to those who know the
“New User Password”. This can be
extremely useful in limiting new users
to only those authorized, even if your
phone number has somehow become




- comman

reading news, taking control

over the first available serial g %®T
port, sending a one-liner to Ter“‘:lna| ®Y
another node, setting u | guc

g p |I ggK.

newsgroups to read, request- |
ing a chat with the sysop, l'
playing a selected sound,

sending/receiving files with | general L0G %0
Zmodem, Ymodem and " grrors Log ____g_g_g
Xmodem, fingering local users, -———— |
Telnetting to a remote site, and  Figure 3

more. The user can also type any

of these commands directly in the Waffle shell
when calling your board.

In addition, the software allows sysops to use
their own terminal program. Pancake has no ter-
minal emulation built in but has the ability to
seize the port back from a terminal package after
it has quit. The author suggests the use of
ZTerm.

Chit-Chat

Pancake has some interesting
features with regards to chatting
as well. Aside from allowing chats
between nodes (with full-screen
two-way chatting), and the ability
to send quick one-liners between |'=——

nodes, Pancake can also trigger Figure 5

any sound installed on the system,

and even allow you to set up a special SOS command and
sound that allows you to be beeped when there’s a problem.

If a user requests a chat with the sysop, and you have the
Speech Manager installed, Pancake will speak the reason for
the chat request.

A highlight of Pancake is something called “Multi-Chat
Actions”. Imagine your users typing in a command and getting a
reply automatically from the host. An example of this is shown
in the following (borrowed from the Pancake documentation) :

Ferrari > kiss bart

You take Bart into your arms and passionately kiss him.

Ferrari > Kill bart
You take out your sword and slice Bart into little tiny pieces.

the most built-in Internet capability I've seen for a host pro-

OW-C( h C: ) (
gram. Pancake supports UUCP Mail in and out, SMTP Mail
(out), POP mail retrieval, newsgroups (whose message length
is limited only to memory, i.e. binary newsgroups work fine),
TCP/IP Telnet in and out, and finger (in and out). It also sup-
ports part-time MacPPP connections. Some of the settings for
these may be seen in Figure 6.

For mail, you can set Pancake to connect via
UUCP or through a POP mail
server. Pancake can be set to
launch UUCP every hour, two
hours, etc., and can be set to

either hang up on users when
dialing out or wait until all users
are off the board. If using the

POP mail method, you can con-

figure Pancake so when a user

logs into the board it will attempt

a POP retrieve from the POP
site with the name of that
user as the POP name, and
the password of the user as
the POP password.

As far as newsgroups and
messaging, Pancake sup-
ports local, Usenet and
Fidonet message forums. It
can do forward and back-
ward threading, and be set

up to allow users to print to a local printer.

Pancake has two utilities that help with the import/export
and sorting of messages — Parse News will sort out any
incoming messages via UUCP/Fidonet and export news from
Pancake to UUCP/Fidonet software. NNTP Sucker, a
Network News importer/exporter that can run in the back-
ground leaving the BBS free, allows you to open several con-
nections at one time without significantly affecting the other
ports. Like UUCP, the NNTP Sucker can be set to go off at
different time intervals, and can hang up on users (or not)
when dialing out.

As with other things in this package, you can set access lev-
els for users to determine who can Telnet in and out, receive
and send Internet email, etc. You can also set up the headers
for all outgoing Internet mail/posts.

CONTINUES...
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Numeric Paging?

Pancake also has something unique among BBS host software
— built-in numeric paging. If you set this option, users can
call you on your pager, which will happen automatically as
soon as they have logged off the BBS (it uses the modem to
dial your paging service; a free node will allow immediate pag-
ing). You can even limit who can beep you via access levels,
and restrict the number of pages you can receive per day.
Pancake has several aids like Modem Server, which allows
any BBS program that supports ASDP to connect to the BBS
via modem. There is also a Pancake Development Package,
allowing sysops to extend or personalize the software.

Pros and Cons

With all of these great features, you may wonder why every-
one doesn’t use Pancake. Well, it is a command-line interface
with none of the cute graphics found in other packages
(though a GUI is something being looked at for a future ver-
sion of Pancake). Also, Pancake does not yet have a file sec-
tion! So you can do messaging, chat, etc., but forget about set-
ting up a large files library.

Another disadvantage is that the original author of the pro-
gram, Darrell Turner (AKA Ferrari), is serving a two-year
mission with his church and no email contact will be possible
until September of 1997. However, two of Darrell’s friends

E=—— System Prefs

Settings:| Internet "I

Doma]n T-E'f-r-‘;_.hI:I D

News From: | & A@ferrshop uucp (')

Mail From: | B A@ferrshop.uucp (W)

Timezone: [-0500 | Post Acs:|al

Send Mail Acs: a2

Receive Mail Acs:

Figure 6

(hikaru@netaxs.com and chaesco@netaxs.com) are continuing
support and development for Pancake.

So if you are looking for a low-cost entry host package with
chat and Internet, Pancake may be worth your time... and
your 40 bucks. =R

Michael A. Kuykendall is a veteran Mac user from the days of
64K ROMs and 400K floppies. Comments may be sent to him
through Macintosh Online at 770.822.5929 or email:
andykirk@aol.com, mosa3@mindspring.com.

How to differentiate your BBS
from 73,000 competitors:

AOP

Association of Online Professionals

Association of Online Professionals
This online system is managed by a member of the
Association of Online Professionals and voluntarily

subscribes to the AOP Code of Professional Standards.

Association of Online Professionals
http://www.wdn.com/aop
info@aop.org

(703) 924-9692
(703) 264-1750 BBS
Telnet aop.org

w
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Commodore Connections

GAELYNE R.

M ORANEGC

S

Y/ A&

It seems everyone want

puter like the C64 or Cl @ kicker is it isn’t very difficult at all. The requirements are similar to those of

text-based Internet acces

Whoops, did I say a dirty %ord? Yeg, I suppose “text” is a
four letter word these days, h mind there’s a lot to
be said for text. Without it, tiljs article wouldn’t exist, and this
magazine would be long on ishort on substance. So
don’t knock text. There’s still f Internet activity that
you can participate in. And i y need the graphics,
you can download them to v :

What it Takes...

So what does it take to get modore on the Internet?
You'll need a modem — and that can be anything from a
slow-going 1200 or 2400 baud job to a screaming 28.8k bps
device. Next you'll need terminal software that has either
VT100 or ANSI emulation. There are several programs with
this ability:
* Novaterm — nova95-1.sfx through nova95-4.sfx, plus
nova95doc.sfx for the C64.

’ * Desterm — des200-1.sfx through des200-4.sfx for the C128.

BT e

* Dialoguel28 (commercial) — available from Creative Micro
Designs.
/ * ACETerm — acel5a.sfx through acel5e.sfx, for either the
C64 or 128.
» The Wave — wavedemo.sfx for the C128 w/ 64K VDC and
SwiftLink or compatible cartridge.
. ACETerm and The Wave don'’t yet have file transfer proto-
cols. You can surf the Net with them, but they won’t let you
download the cool stuff you'll find online.

9 [1]
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The next

ingredient needed is an Internet

Service Provider, or ISP. This is the system you’ll

be phoning to connect to the Net. Look around for a service

that offers “dial-in” accounts. There are MANY BBSs offering
more Internet connectivity, so check the boards in your area.

Another type of account we can use is a Unix shell account.
Unix is considered by some to be another four-letter word,
but it has its uses. When it comes to accessing the Internet
with our Commodores, the ability to use Unix utilities offers
us plenty of computing power.

If you happen to find a shell account, don’t shy away from
it, as it gives you the one of the best methods of accessing
things on the Net.

Even better, Unix doesn’t discriminate against Commodore
users — if anything, it gives us far more flexibility. If you
find a file zipped with PKZip 2.04g, for instance, you can
unzip it before downloading. And you can find help on

o4
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About a year ago, the number of Commodore related places on the Net could

/7

be counted on both hands. Now they number in the hundreds.
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using a Unix system from books and many places on the
Net. Here’s a few places:

Unix Resources
hitp://wwwhost.cc.utexas.edu/cc/services/unix/index.html

Unix Commands
hitp://ux1.cso.uiuc. edu/~kundert/josh/docs/quickunix1.html
http://ux1.cso.uiuc.edu/~kundert/josh/docs/quickunix2. html

77 4

The Unix Reference Desk
http://www.eecs.nwu.edu/unix. html

Why fhe Net?

OK, so now you've got an account and you can connect to the
Internet.

But what’s out there for us specifically? About a year ago,
the number of Commodore related places on the Net could be
counted on both hands. Now they number in the hundreds.
There are email mailing lists, Usenet newsgroups, FTP sites,
IRC channels, and hundreds of World-Wide Web sites with
Commodore subjects. Fantastic, isn’t it? But if you don’t
know what these are, or how you can access them, it doesn’t
mean much.

That said, here’s a breakdown of what each of these things
are and how you can access them:

T o TR S

* Email Mailing Lists — A mailing list brings the conversa-
tions to your email box, where you can read and reply to the
messages (either to the individual or to everyone on the mail-
ing list). There are lists for conversations and others that bring
software or text files to your email address. One conversation
mailing list is “commodor” (yes, the “e” is missing). This is a
world-wide mailing list for general Commodore related con-
versations. To subscribe to it, send email to
listserv@ubvm.cc.buffalo.edu with a message of “subscribe
commodor yourfirstname lastname”. When you send mail to
the list, send it to:commodor@ubvm.cc.buffalo.edu.

Jim Brain offers several services for Commodore users
through his mail server, including the ability to have the
comp.sys.cbm FAQ files (see “Newsgroups”) through email. To
use Jim’s service, send a message to brain@mail.msen.com
with the subject of MAILSERV (uppercase). In the body of the
message, type the commands: help (retrieves a list of available
commands); catalog (retrieves a list of files available from
Jim’s service); quit (ignore any text after this command).

To have all nine parts of the comp.sys.cbm FAQ files sent to
you via email, send a message to the address above with the
same subject (MAILSERV), and in the body of your message,
type: send cbm-main-faq.3.1.p*quit.

T\, S N\
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* Usenet Newsgroups — Newsgroups are similar to BBS con-
ferences, where you can read and reply to messages on various
topics. Most newsgroups international and unmoderated. The
three Commodore related newsgroups are: comp.sys.chm,
comp.binaries.cbm and comp.emulators.cbm.

How do you read the newsgroups? Sometimes, it’s as easy
as finding a newsgroup you’re interested in on your local BBS.
On an Internet provider, you may find newsreader utilities
such as TIN, RN, or NN that let you read the groups. When
you use a newsreader, the messages are “threaded”. This means
the topic is shown only once and each topics’ replies are
together with the original message. When you finish reading a
message you are moved to the next reply on the same topic.
You can exit from reading one topic and move on to another.

Most newsgroups have what is called a “FAQ” file. FAQ
stands for Frequently Asked Questions, and the file can be
rather enlightening; it’s required reading, actually. The
comp.sys.cbm newsgroup’s FAQ file is posted once a month,
and a message detailing where to find it is also posted fre-
quently. There are several ways to get this FAQ file including
requesting it via email (see above). No matter how you get the
comp.sys.cbm FAQ, however, just get it! It has the most up-
to-date Commodore information you can find.

» FTP — FTP stands for File Transfer Protocol. It’s a way to
retrieve files from different places around the world. FTP is a
utility program, and the acronym is also used as a verb, to
describe the act of getting files. The comp.sys.cbm FAQ file
includes the commands you use when using FTP. Essentially,
you get files from one site and they’re put in your home direc-
tory (or someplace else within your access) on your local
Internet system. Once it’s on your local site, you download it
to your computer.

Howard Herman (72560.3467@compuserve.com) keeps
the Commodore FTP sites list up to date. You can get the lat-
est copy by sending him email and requesting it, or you can
get it from the ccnga.uwaterloo.ca/pub/cbm FTP site. The
comp.sys.cbm FAQ files can be FTP’d from the same place.

Here’s a partial list of Commodore related FTP sites:

ftp://ccnga.uwaterfoo.ca/pub/cbm

ftp://ftp.funet.fi/pub/cbm/...
ftp://pitel_Inx.ibk.fnt.hvu.nl/pub/c64/...
ftp://dhp.com/pub/c64/...

ftp://ftp.giga.or.at/pub/c64/...

ftp://bbs.cc.uniud.it/pub/c64/...

ftp://hal9000.net.au/pub/cbm

S FLEY 7S LA N) SISV S TS

* IRC — IRC stands for Internet Relay Chat. The Commodore
chat channel is #c-64. Commodore users and programmers
from around the world are on it day and night. Just like FTP,
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an IRC client is a program your Internet provider likely will
offer. Once IRC is started, you type “/join #c-64” to join the
Commodore chat channel. You can learn more commands by
typing “/help’, or you can ask other users online for help.

* The Web — The World-Wide Web gives us the ability access
data and more with just a click of a button (or in our case, a
tap of the return key). To check out te Web, we use a text
browser called Lynx. Again, just like IRC or FTP, Lynx is a utili-
ty that your Internet provider has online and available for use.

Don’t confuse the Internet Lynx with the Commaodore pro-
gram of the same name (the one for compressing files).
Another file users have been confusing for a Web browser is
the C128 program on FTP sites as “browser2.sfx” and

“browserb.zip”. These are C128 disk directory browsers, not
Web browsers.

Web pages usually include graphics that can be viewed by
those who use a graphic Web browser. As of yet, Commodore
users don’t have such a program, but rumor has it that the
GEOS term program “The Wave” will have this when the
product is finished. Normally, any pictures displayed to those
using a graphic browser were shown to lynx users as either
[IMAGE] or with descriptive text like: [Great Photo]. A newer
version of Lynx is available that lets you download these
graphic files. Ask your systern administrator to install Lynx 2-
4-FM. It’s available from http://www.wfbr.edu/dir/lynx/.

When you access the Web, you often need to know where
to begin browsing. You've probably noticed a new type of
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address (called URL), sprinkled about the pages of this maga-
zine. You can start Lynx with any URL by typing “lynx” fol-
lowed by an URL. Here are a few URLs that offer Commodore
information or camaraderie:

COMP.SYS.CBM FAQ files —
hitp://www.msen.com/~brain/faghome.htmi

C64 SLIP Info —
http://rpool1.rus.uni-stuttgart.de/~etk10217/index.html

Software Support International Catalogs —

gopher://gopher.soonet.ca/11%5¢cCOMPUTERSMITH

Yahoo CBM Index —
http://Mheta.yahoo.com/Computers_and_Intemet/PCS/Commodore

Craig Bruce’s Site —
http://ccnga.uwaterloo.ca/~csbruce/index.html

64Net Information —

hitp://pitel_Inx.ibk.fnt.hvu.nl/~highland

Commodore Programming Languages —
http://vanbc.wimsey.com/~danf/chm/languages.html

Color64/128 and Centipede BBS Info —
http://www.indirect.com/www/wanderer/color.htm

C-Net 64 DS2 BBS and ComNet Network
http://www.infinet.com/—mbendure

Jim Brain’s Main U ymmodore Site

http: //www msen. com/~bra|n/chmhome html

LOADSTAR Magazine
http://www.softdisk.com/comp/loadstar/

Creative Micro Designs —
http://www.the-spa.com/cmd/index.html

Commodore FTP site via the Web —
ftp://cenga.uwaterloo.ca/pub/cbm

Telnet

Telnet is a utility that lets you connect to other systems on the
Net, namely BBSs. If you look in the back of this magazine,
you’ll find hundreds of BBSs that you can Telnet to from your
Internet provider. You can use Telnet to connect to another
system that of