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CHAPTER ONE

A Better Tool

for Modern Times

IBM's powerful PQ'r has probably received more attention from the na
tional press than any other personal computer. It was introduced on
November 1, 1983, after months of speculation that had the entire com
puter industry—and much of the public—breathlessly awaiting word on
what kind of machine IBM was going to unveil.

The reaction was nearly universal, and entirely unexpected, especially
to IBM, which had entered the personal computer market late but had
quickly become the industry leader with its popular PC. Virtually everyone
who tried the new computer complained about its unusual keyboard. IBM
had carved itself a deserved reputation as the maker of the world's finest
typewriter keyboards, and the PQ'r's was clearly not up to this standard.
Other critics lashed out at the PQr's memory limitations and lack of a
second disk drive.

What a difference a day makes. From the moment of its release, the
PQr had been regarded as IBM's biggest mistake ever. But with IBM's
announcement, on July 31, 1984, of a slate of important enhancements,
this humble little machine became the unquestioned best buy in the
computing world, putting all the power and potential of the best-selling
IBM PC—and much more—into a small desktop package. In fact, the new
improved PQr handles many programs far better than its more expensive
cousin. For instance, the preeminent business spreadsheet, 1-2-3 from
Lotus, runs faster in the PQr's cartridge than on the IBM PC. And,
when combined with the speed and power of the chip inside, the PQr's
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The standard P(^r is designed to run many games and other programs without a costly
disk drive.

graphics and sound capabilities are nothing short of extraordinary, putting
virtually all its competitors to shame.

The new PCjr keyboard is actually more friendly and familiar than
that of the PC, built with all the improvements that most typists want on
computer keyboards—a big Enter key, Shift keys in the right places, and a
light, full-travel touch that positively lets you know when a key has been
struck. In an unprecedented about-face, IBM admitted its mistake in the
original keyboard design and now offers to give the owners of the old
"Chiclet" keyboard a free new one. No longer must slippery little plastic
keys stand between you and affordable-but-powerful personal computing.

Moreover, memory is no longer an issue. The PCjr is no longer
crippled by having "only" 128 kilobytes of memory available (which was
quite a bit more than was available in most other popular home computers).
You can add as many extra bytes of memory to the PQ'r as you can to the
PC. And the PCjr's cartridge slots allow more of its memory to be available
for your programs than you would have in an IBM PC with the same
amount of memory.
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The new PQr has better graphics potential than the PC. You get more
colors at less cost—you don't have to buy a $250 adapter to put color on
the PQr s monitor (as you must with the PC). You can't even run IBM's
PQr ColorPaint on the company's earlier personal computers. And there's
no easier way of preparing colorful computer graphics on any personal
computer at even twice the price than with ColorPaint.

Older computers don't even sound as good as the new PQr. Not only
does the PCyr have a built-in three-voice sound synthesizer, but you can
add a voice synthesizer, as well. Or you can use the PCyr with voice
attachment to record your own voice on computer diskette and add your
voice to your programs.

Internally and philosophically, however, the PQr is unchanged. It
has the same microprocessor as before—the same powerful single-chip
microbrain used in the bigger IBM PC and PC-XT—and it still has enough
connectors on the back so that you can add just about anything to the
basic system. It is still a versatile, open computer, designed not for a single
purpose, but to be capable of doing anything that you want a computer to
do. Although the PQr makes an excellent desktop work station for business,
particularly when connected to IBM's Cluster system, it is affordable
enough for the home, easy enough to use for young children in school,
and friendly enough to go by the name Junior rather than any bossy or
foreboding initials.

An Identity Crisis

The keyboard wasn't the PQr's only problem when it was first introduced.
IBM wasn't sure whether the new machine should be a computer for the
home, school, or business. But today you'll discover that the machine is
remarkably well adapted to applications in all three major areas. The
reason for the amazing flexibility is based on IBM's philosophy of the
computer.

IBM believes that all computers should hold the potential of doing
almost anything, almost anywhere. The PQr is uniquely adaptable, a
mechanical Renaissance man ready and able to excel in nearly any endeavor.
All the little machine needs to really show its stuff is the right software and
a proper application—a job suited to its manifold talents.

■When IBM proudly announced the release of the PQr's new keyboard,
memory, and associated hardware and software, it focused attention on
business applications to show off the machine's improved capabilities
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because that's where the computer was the most maligned. According to
IBM, the new PQr is the perfect machine for the small businessperson or
young executive who doesn't want to spend his or her future eating
technological dust, adrift behind the wheels of progress.

But IBM hasn't forgotten the other major computer applications. The
company's new "Writing to Read" program focuses on using the low-cost
machine, together with speech synthesis and advanced graphics, as a
classroom tool that will help your daughters and sons learn faster and
better.

With Andrew Tobias's Managing Your Money program, newly pub
lished by IBM, Junior becomes the one right machine to take over your
home finances. More than just another program to balance your check
book—^which you can probably do faster with a pocket calculator—
Managing Your Money helps you plan investment and tax strategies.
Rather than just keeping track of your cash, as other programs do, it and
the Junior help you manage your assets and make them grow. In your off
hours at home, you can still play your favorite games on Junior (games
like King's Quest, which give Junior sharper and more colorful displays
than are available on other computers) or even put the finishing touches
on that novel you've been prying out of your soul for the last fifteen years,
with one of the dozens of word processors the PQr will let you use.

The Trouble with Junior

It's tempting to believe IBM's version of unbridled optimism. Junior has
both the power to handle some of the toughest and most demanding
business work, and the ability to run most of the programs in one of the
largest software libraries in the world—nearly the entire catalog of IBM
personal computer programs. Yet Junior is affordable enough to happily
nestle atop a living-room television set and play games faster and with a
sharper picture than is possible with lesser machines. This little computer
is so easy to use that even preschool children whose alphabets stretch
only as far as C can use the PQr's new keyboard, or Freeboard, and learn
to read by writing, yet Junior is powerful enough to instruct high-school
and college students with exactly the same programs that they might use
later in life on more powerful business computers such as the IBM PC,
PC-XT, or PC AT. With Junior, they will suffer no confusion of changing
operating systems, controls, or commands when leaving their classroom
Juniors to put their hands on the IBM computers in offices and executive



A BEnER TOOL FOR MODERN TIMES

IBM's "Writing to Read" series of programs combines the PC/r's superior graphics and
sound power to make the PC/r the premier educational computer available.

suites—a problem they would have when shifting from other "educational
computers to business machines.

If IBM is right about its view of Junior, this small but mighty com-














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































