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ATTENTION MEMBERS!!

Next meeting, Thursday, Novesmber 3rd at Devon Gables
Health Care Center in the Executive Dining Room at 6130 E
Grant across from the Price Club at 7pm. Look for the
BLUE AWNING!!!

GENEVE USERS WORKSHOP

Second Tuesday of each wmonth at 7:30pa (Novesber Bth).
Rod Stallard’s home - 7575 £ Logan - 743-6071

Third Tuesday of each sonth at 7:30pe (Novesber 15th).

Includes: Basic, ExBasic, Writer, Multiplan, Databases,
hardeare probleas, etc. Mathis hose 5941 £ 26th -
T47-5046.

sach sonth at 7:30pe (Novesber 22nd).
Rod Stallard's Home - 7573 E

“our th Tuésdéy -bFV
Inciudes: FORTH, A/L, etc.
Lonan - TE85-4071

LOgEn

This wsonth Jack Mathis will present Basic and ExBasic
Tricks. Be ready with your own ideas and tricks to share
with other sesbers.

Deceaber ist will be our annual Christmas party, be sure
to bring your families and sose goodies to share!

At the January eetting, we wiil elect officers for the new
year. Be there to express your preference in this area.

We will conduct another Future’s Workshop at the February
seeting. Be ready with your ideas for directions for the
group and desonstrations for the meetings.
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- 1 ,

NovEMBER — DISK OF THE MONTH

1. BEE—a BASIC-like integer only language from Australia
that does sose fine graphics. Read the docs then try
it out. There are 12 files: ARTICLE, CLOCK, CURSOR,
&D0Ci, 6-DOC2, GEE, GFF, GLOAD, GOADI, HELLD,
LOAD/GEE, PRINTDEC.

2. BOOT, CHARAL, LDAD--the usual load progras.
3. HYW-—2 Thanksgiving song.

4, LABEL/DOCS—some explanation to accospany the label
progras on June DON—use that progras to sake Christaas

Tags.

5. MAGOMI, MASON2, MASONDOC— A fast and challenging ERS
gasa; uses joysticks. Be sure to read the docs.

. STARR—Tha third oand final progras in the fwdorial oo

Constel lations.

g~

7. TURKEY—Displays a colorful turkey on screen.

8. YAHTIEE—This game runs in Basic or XBasic. Rules are
the same as the boxed gase of the sase nase. For 1 to
4 players. Computer throws the dice and figures the
sCore.

9. FRIENDS--fnother poster prograe featuring our friends
from the ‘Peamuts® cartoon strip. Rums in Basic or
fBasic. Turn on the printer and RIN.



NoveMBER CASSETTE OF THE MONTH

At a suggestion fros a new member Ida is putting together
a cassette of the month for those of you who are still
console based. The cassette will be fres to sembers who
attend the meeting. Those who do not attend the seeting
w#ill have to pay $! to receive it. At this tise lda is
not sure what she will be putting on the cassette, so show
up and be surprised!

Thursday Dctober &, 1988

1. YPras, Ed Hallett conducted the GQuestion and Answer

poriod,

8. ls there a way to establish a fixed line length when
doing data statements?
A, No, but you can usually get in B0 characters.

8. Is there a screen dump progras for C.I1TOH Printers?

f. Jack Mathis sade a sodification for that purpose to
Danny Nichaels’ screen dusp which is available from
the group library.

8. Why is it that the Tl Bit-Map mode locks up instead
of working on Geneve?
A. Vice Pres. Hallett has the answer in a file at hose
and he will call Rod Stallard to discuss it later.
2. Bl has a list of books pertaining to the TI-99/4R. The
inforsation was eade available by the Boston User
Group, a copy is in the group Lending Library.

3. BJ discussed advertizing in our WNewsletter. She
provided a range of rates used by other User broups.
Rod Stallard moved we authorize the Executive Committee
to look intoc the matter and take the necessary steps to
establish rates and solicit advertisers.

EZ-KEYS, A REVIEW

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Rs we near the end of the current year we will once again
be looking toward elections in January. 1 will be asking
for volunteers for the nosination cossittee. Please

volunteer, remember participation, caring and sharing are
wh a User’s broup is about!

We have to be out of Devon Gables by Ips on our meeting
nights, therefore we will be cutting the demonstrations
back to only one per aseting. This means the next
Future’s Workshop will be conducted in February,

B Nathis - 747-5046

4, Tl FestWest reservations should be sade as soon as
possible. At least seven members are planning to
attend.

5. We should decide very soon if we wish to have a booth
at Festhest.

6, There has been a request to change the sonthly meeting
day back to Tuesday. If there are no probless, we may
be able to do so after the first of January, 1989,

7. Jack Mathis presented a desonstration of *Printer
Magic®. He indicated most printers, except Cosmodores,
will interface with the TI. Cables don't come with a
printer. Jack makes printer cables for wmesbers at
cost, about $10,00, Jack demonstrated how to: address
the printer, print on the printer, use the escape
procedures, set up double-strike mode, and how to use
the procedures for special characters. He esphasized
it is especially isportant to become familiar with the
instructions in the printer manual for your own printer
to make things work properly.

&d Ncbullough, Secretary

by Bill Gaskill - Toplcs - LA 9%ers, CR - Apr 88

EI-KEYS is a new product fros Asgard Software, designed
with the Extended Basic prograsser or Extended Basic
prograe user in aind. To use it one sust have Extended
Basic, 32 sesory expansion, and a disk drive. The
progras retails for $14.95 and is currently availatle
directly from fsgard Software or TENEX Cosputer Express.
I ae certain it will be available fros other major 99/4A
retailers in the near future.
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# MACRO GENERATOR

EI-KEYS is one of three keyboard generators I know of
available for the 99/47 owner. PC-KEYS 1[I, froe
Techni-Graphics, and SoftKeys froe @uality 99 GSoftware,
are the other two. The fact that all three prograss could
be gemerically grouped into the “sacro’ developsent
classification is really about all that they have in



comson. PC-KEYS 11 offers disk cataloging, a pop-up
notepad, a pop-up calendar, and user-definable/selectable
screen dusp capability, along with the ability to define a
limited number of “"hot-keys" that perfore cosson functions
with one keystroke. Softkeys is basically a “hot-key”
sacro generator without all of the added features of
PC-KEYS II or the additional cost.

E1-KEYS takes a different approach to the concept of macro
generation, It too allows you to define "hot-keys®, but
the keys you define can do such, such more than either of
the other two prograss. In fact, by ey definition,
EI-KEYS is really the only true macro generator of the
three. In ey experience as a user of “other® cosmputers,
sacros are short prograss that "remember® keystrokes for
you, so you can later call them up at the press of a
single key. In other words, they are time savers that
shorten the nusber of steps you have to go through to
perfore 3 desired function or series of functions.

fn all of the M5-DOS sacro generators 1 have used, sacro
filas are built in one of two ways. One method is to use
a ‘resember® sode that tracks and then saves keystrokes as
you press thes and another sethod is to provide a sacro
editor that allows you to write and save small files
containing the desired keystrokes. EZ-KEYS is of the
second type. Instead it provides a macro editor that
appears at the press of a single key.

E1-KEYE allows up to 53 keys to be defined for eacro use,
with sach sacro capable of being 668 characters (about 7/8
of a screen) in length. Perhaps the neatest feature of
EI-KEYS is its ability te link sacros together. This
seans one macro file can RUN another, thus providing
alsost unlisited potential to the utility the EZ-KEYS
environment can offer the XB prograsser or user. EZ-KEYS
also RUNs Extended Basic programs or parts of XB prograss,

For instance, if you wished to have a disk cataloging
progras available at the touch of a key, you could write
it in Extended Basic, LIST it to disk se it is SAVEd in
DV/B0 forsat, then define a macro for it. In fact, such a
prograe is provided on the EI-KEYS disk,

Prograseing 3 sacro is sisple if you are creating simple
eacros. It can becose quite complex and demanding if you
really want to build some sophisticated applications.
Saving a macro is sisple and straightforward. You simply
define it in the Macro Editor, exit out of the editor, do
2 BYE at the READY prompt and then load the progras again.
You will issediately be given the option of loading or
saving your macros. When you save thes, all wmacros that
exist in mesory are saved to disk for use any tise the
EI-KEYS environsent is loaded.

o use your sacros in a RUNning prograe environsent you
sisply edit a line in the EI1-KEYS progras so it RUNs the
first progras you want to activate, then you sust save the
EI-KEYS prograe as LOAD. When the EI-KEYS LOAD progras is
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read into mesory it brings all of your smacro definitions
with it, then RUNs your first progras. That's it! No
programsing expertise required here, just a user-friendly
cosson sense approach to interfacing with your XB
prograsisi.

Extended Basic programs that use asseabiy language
subroutines may also be used with EI-KEYS. The author has
included an EILDADER that will allow you to save custos
routines and your macros all together. Assesbly routines
are loaded first, then your macros so they do not conflict
with the subroutines already in low-mesory. The whole
package is then saved as a eemory-isage file and can be
called up whenever you use the application with the custos
asseably routines. The really neat thing here is the
ability to customize the EI-KEYS environsent to fit as
sany different uses or programs as you have.

A PROGRAMMING UTILITY

EI-KEYS is an assembly language coded progras, designed to
operate in an Extended Basic environment. Aside from its
ability to generate msacros it also provides a set of
utilities for the Extended Basic programser. While in the
comsand sode (at the § READY prompt) in XB EX-KEYS allows
you to set a timer that will automatically SAVE your work
in case of a power failure or interruption. The tise
intervals can be fros 0 to 1B minutes apart and two files,
BACKUP! and BACKUP2 are used to save your work. All
worked is saved only to DSKi. Another option allows the
setting of background and foreground colors in  the
prograsming environsent, much the sase as the brasKracker
Utilities or John Johnson’s Horizon RAM Disk wmenu allow,
Colors may alse be set for the Macro Editor and the
special characters displayed in a macro file.

Another routine will highlight numbers and arithsetic
operators so they appear on screen in the reverse color of
the background and foreground colors chosen. When a
running progras is being used you say also set all
character sets to the sase color by linking to a routine
named RCOLOR.

Although the manual cavtinne Exterded Basic sight not
always be able to interpret it, EI-KEYS lets you write 2
single progras line that can be 23 screen lines long.
How's that for expanding the capabilities of Extended
Basic? Additionally, you can press Function 7 or Function
b to sove the cursor directly between program lines while
in the prograssing {(iemediate) mode.

You may also write sacro files in the TIW Editor, in a
wanner sisilar to writing a .BAT file for the GENEVE or
any NS-DDS sachine. The author included a customized
CHARAI file to use on your Ti-Writer disk. This file
contains the character definitions needed to display the
special characters that represent specific  macro
functions. This it another exasple of the forethought put
into this program. 1 would quess few first-tise users



would opt for this sethod of development though, since it
requires the use of the Transiiterate Mode in TI-Nriter
and is only sparsely documented in the EZ-KEYS manual.
There is a chart in the documentation that shows the
various equivalents that are available.

Once you have created the macro file you simply print it
to disk, run the POKER program provided on the EI-KEYS
disk, and the sacro file is then assigned as a macro
definition.

If EZ-KEYS has a shortcoming it is in the method used to
call sacros from a RUNning XB progras. The cursor sust be
gisplayed on screen for a wmacro to be accessed. You
cannot, for instance, access a macro when the progras
being RUN is looping at a CALL KEY statesent. Once the
file instructions within a macro have been set in sotion
they are suspended only by a "hold" comsand in the sacre
{a Ctrl H. So you wust have prograseed a Control H in
the sacio file so it sppoars at the propor point in your
kB program. This can be tricky and a little confusing to
the novice programeer. [ would have rather seen an
exacution routine used that could be called at any time.

One curious oversight in the EI-KEYS progras involves
character definitions. A custos character set is used in
the sacro generator and is not reset when an XB program is
used. You end up with a couple of lower case latters out
of line with the standard T1 chracter set in your running
B program. While this is easily overcose by restoring
the offending characters with CALL CHAR statements in the
progras you are running, it would be nice to see EI-KEYS
take care of this for you. It is one less than
professional aspect of a program that is otherwise truly
representative of “"coesercial® quality softwara.

EASE OF USE

While creating sacros is not in the suggested domain for a
new prograseer, setting up the EZ-KEYS program to use
macros is. More detailed docusentation is needed to help
the less adventuresome wade through the rigors of complex
sacro develapaent.

DOCUMENTATION

The docusentation is adeguate for sisple macro
definitions, but falls short of being a cosplete tutorial
for the advanced sacro programeer. It covers sost of the
'absolutes” of wmacro developsent in the EI-KEYS
environsent, but stops short of really being a useful
guide to the advanced macro developer. However, in
fairness to Asgard Software, it’s difficult to offer such
an outstanding product and couple it with outstanding
docusentation for $14.99. The docusentation is well
written and understandable, an important consideration in
any new software purchase. If EZ-KEYS “takes off® perhaps
Asgard will develop follow-up products for it such as a
disk of predefined sacros or a tutorial on advanced macro

prograseing.
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VALUE

Harry Wilhels is the author of EI-KEYS. I know nothing
about Mr. Wilhelm nor do I recall ever reading his name in
any of the many 99/4A publications. After seeing the
product he has produced, | hope he contisues to write
prograes for the 99/40 (and hopefully the 9640). If
future Wilhels applications are anything like EZ-KEYS, we
are all in for a treat. EZ-KEYS is a superb first-release
application. It is well thought out, professionally
exscuted and virtually error free. For the adventuresome
programser or user EI-KEYS promises unlimited potential
and utility. It is truly a professional application that
needs only sore cosplete docusentation and some fine
tuning to push it into the “stellar” software class. If
you don't have EI-KEYS you should buy it. You won't
regret the seager $14.95 investaent. Even if you do not
use it to do ANY eacro developaent of your own, you will
likely fing another, perhaps sore isportant, use for it.
I would nol e surprised to see future KB type
applications developed under the EI-KEYS environsent. It
is truly a powerful development tool that cries out for an
imaginative prograsser to cose along and demonstrate some
of its potential. With the right cosbination of good
sarketing, dependable custoser support and continued
developsent of the product, EI-KEYS could becose a
standard among 99/47 users. It is THAT 500D! It is only
in its infancy in version 1.0. 1 as sure the best is yet
to comse.

FINAL GRADE

You will note EI-KEYS falls down to a *B" rating in some
categories. In the PERFORMANCE area [ knocked it down
because of the less than flexible sethod used to call up a
macro  and the progras’s inability to suspend wmacro
operations more effectively. In the EASE OF USE area |
took some points away because of the complexities required
to design sore than just simple macros. The DOCUMENTATION
lost points because of bravity and several typos that
snuck into the final product. The VALUE category makes up
for ail of the little shortcomings [ found in this first
release. It is the ‘“missing link" that we have been
looking for in saking more of tie 79/9A Lhan jusi & singls
purpose sachine. For $14.95 you sisply can’t go wrong.
If the TI Comsunity supports EI-KEYS like it deserves, I
ae confident the incentive will be present for Harry
Wilhels to continue developsent of the product. [ am
equally certain other talented programsers will develop
applications to run in the EI-KEYS environsent. The end
result to our support of this product is sure to be an
even better product in the future.

REPORT CARD:
Perforsance......B
Ease OFf Use......B
Docusentation....B
ValuBeo.ovrowsooao AAA
FINAL GRADE......A



