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The October meeting of

the Eugene PCjr Club

will take place at the

Northwest Natural Gas

Bldg., 790 Goodpasture

Island Road on Thurs.,

October 12th. Setup and
disk sales will begin at
6:30 and the meeting at
7pm.
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My professor of Rhetoric said that all technology is an extension of human
beings. Cars, for example, are an extension of people's legs. Knives an
extension of our teeth. The light bulb of our eyes. Mankind the Shaper shapes
technology to further our reach, our powers, our time. But the fascinating
thing about technology, Professor Larousso pointed out, was that once I shape
technology, the technology returns to shape me. This is easily seen in our
bodies—I drive instead of walking and I get a big tummy and fat in other

‘places. Usually though, technology's impact exerts itself through the sphere of

culture.

Of all the impressions of my life in Morocco, probably none was greater than 6
years without a telephone. Of course, everyone in Morocco (except the very
wealthy) live without phones. And where nobody has a phone, everyone lives
a changed life. Since no one has a phone, anyone might knock at the door at
anytime. Most knocks were unannounced (how could I tell my friend
Mohammed I was dropping by if I couldn't call him?). Moroccans always
prepare extra food, just in case someone drops in at dinner time unexpected.
Of course, unexpected isn't really the word. You're always expecting people to
visit unexpectedly. Life goes slower (it gets unexpectedly interrupted all the
time), tasks take longer (no "let your fingers do the walking"). Yet the day
somehow gives more time to really visit with people. Now, I love the
telephone. I make my living using it. But I acknowledge technology's power
to shape the way I live often in ways beyond the obvious.

The computer is no stranger to this type of discussion. Here is another great
reason for the PCjr Computer Club. Though we usually don't sit and talk about
the philosophy of technology, the club gives us a chance to get a head start so
we can be heads up on this shaping process.

This month we have a fun meeting planned. We're going to dig down right to
the fundamentals and see how a computer really works: We're going to learn
how a computer does arithmetic. We're going to enjoy treats by Patti Tanner.
Our Disk Librarian, Mike Ruiz, will be introducing a program from the library,
and we'll hear from Phil Janz about the Club's new Personal Approach to
Personalized Learning. Lots of interesting articles inside this newsletter, too.
So enjoy!

Charley
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