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FrOJTl the Oval Office 
by F r an k Rat t i 

ome call November the silly season. Promises roll 
like the Columbia, and citizens are offered double 
portions of guns and butter. How can a local 
computer club compete with the major parties' or 
Ross Perot's magnanimity? Well, if you are the 
Eugene PCjr Club with the tradition of "big blue" 

( IBM), and the stubborn contingent of creative and 
generous Junior owners, you have the merging of the 
conservative quality to stay with the machine for the 
long haul and the liberal quality of sharing its 
wealth. We hope you still have enough community 
spirit after the election last Tuesday to attend the 
November Junior club meeting on Thursday. 

Last month was a great success inaugurating our new 
meeting location. It was the first time we have had 
an in-depth demonstration of modem use. Our thanks go 
out again to Gordon LeManquais, modem captain, and his 
partner, Tony Sabbato, who showed us his bulletin 
board, Dr. ROM. This coming month we plan to have 
another hands-on meeting with the theme of home uses 
for the PCjr. Several members have been recruited to 
'break the ice'. We are going to look at some typing 
programs, the OHIO Nutrition programs, some math and 
science programs, NamePal, Home Inventory, Time and 
Money, and Norland Hangman all of which are available 
from the club library. As usual, we will set up a 
spare Club machine to be used during the break, so 
there is still room for you to bring a program and show 
it. 

Also there will be a discussion of Christmas Gifts for 
Junior by Louie Levy. Speaking of Junior, every time I 
walk into a club function it seems the number of 
machines increases. Where are they all coming from? 
Someone has suggested they are multiplying behind 
closed doors when shut away for the night. There is 
certainly no shortage of machines. If you know someone 
who has a "closet Junior" they are not using, let us 
k~ow so we can try to place it with a needy family who 
may not be able to afford a computer this Christmas 
season. 

Continued on Page 2>> 
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During October Rosie and Phil Janz 
sponsored a workshop on Writing 
Assistant for five eager young students. 
The students who attended were Sarah and 
Sirron Ratti, Shanah and Tiffany 
Hurphries, and Megan Sundahl. Phil's 
preparation and presentation of the 
material was excellent. I personally 
thank Phil and his assistant, Louie, for 
their professional work. Teaching 
youngsters word processing is 
invaluable. It is nothing less than a 
requirement for modern academic 
liter acy. I am proud our club makes 
such good use of our resources. 
Exposing citizens to carputers and 
teaching the fundarnentals is a mission 
that will never be obsolete, no matter 
how many "megabytes" you have. 

I~ J~~ibr Doihg ~hat 
Y6u Want H1~ ~o Do? 
Take A (ook At Your 

Software 

Now that Junior has been in your hane 
for a couple of years, how is your 
supply of software. Has it expanded so 
Junior can do all the things you need to 
do? With the vast arrount of software 
available, it is difficult to cane to 
grips with it all. 

In our Club's Disk Library, we 
have gr ouped our software into different 
areas. We keep track of our programs by 
their labeling: E for our entertairment 
software, G for games, GR for graphics, 
P for productivity and U for Utilities. 
But basically, there are only a few 
major categories of software for Junior: 
games, word processors, accounting, 
databases and utilities. 

There are other software programs 
that overlap these categories, doing 
several jobs at one time. These are 
sanetime referred to as integrated 
software packages. 

Desktop publishing software inte
gr ates word processing, custan layout 
and graphics software into one easy, 
sanetimes not so easy, package. Other 
types of integrated software packages 
carbine word processing, database and 
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spreadsheet operations. Most integrated 
software progrcVTIS like these make a 
large demand on rnarory, disk space and 
the pocketbook so are not suited for 
Junior unless you have made major 
upgrades on all three items. Most of 
the folks who are ITl6TOers of the Eugene 
PCjr Club or who subscribe to this news
letter haven't made these major upgrades 
so we won't discuss software that isn't 
suitable for our elite group of Junior 
owners. 

Before you choose any software you 
should make a generalized list of jobs 
you need it to perfonn. If you need 
your word processor for normal hane use 
like writing letter~s, doing school work 
and making lists of to-do jobs for your 
spouse and kids, a sinl)le low-end 
program will suit you just fine. On the 
other hand, if you write professionally, 
or need superscripts or subscripts, or 
index ing and endnotes, you may need a 
rrore powerful progr~am. 

Wor d processing programs can cost 
fran $2.50 for a shareware working copy 
of Galaxy or PC-Write, to $50 or rrore 
for programs like Writing Assistant, 
Bankstr~eet Writer or PFS Write. 

if your needs are for accounting 
software, rrost Junior users use share
ware programs like PC-CALC, TIME and 
tv'ONEY or AS EASY AS. The first and last 
are basic spreadsheet software while 
TIME and tv'ONEY is rrore of a hane 
budgeting program and r~uns we 11 on only 
128K. Barbara Castleton will be giving 
a short derronstration of this program at 
the meeting this m:>nth. Full sized 
copies of these programs are available 
fran the Club Disk Library for only 
$2.50 while larger, rrore versatile 
pr ogra~s like Meca Ventures MANAGING 
YOUR tv'ONEY, Great American Software's 
tv'ONEY MATTERS will cost more and make 
m...Jch rrore demand on both merrory and disk 
space. Sane high end programs like 
LOTUS 123 will work fine, with disk 
swapping, on an expanded Junior, and 
there are still cartridge versions made 
especially for Junior available if you 
search them out. 

I tend to stay away fran games in 
rrost of my articles as I don't play them 
on my Junior. Still, I realize that you 

Continued on next page>> 
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needn't have children in the house to 
use Junior for entertairment, and your 
carpute,~ can be much rrore rewarding in 
the long run than watching TV or play i ng 
Nintendo. 

The array of software available 
es pec i a 11 y f 01' Jun i Ot' covet'S a 11 bases 
and ages. THE JUNI OR MUSIC MACHINE, 
PCj,~ EDUCAT IONAL GAMES and NEOI..J JUNIOR 
are three Shar eware pr ogr ams f r om your 
Club's Disk Librar y that run well only 
on a PCjr·. One popu 1 at' Shareware game 
for a ll ages i s HANG1AN , and i t wi ll be 
dernons t t' ated by Lynn Miles Del ker this 
rronth at our Club meeting. 

Perhaps the largest selling game 
of a ll times, KING'S QUEST, was 
Ot' iginal ly written to show off the "new" 
IBM PCjr back in 1984 . Getting sane of 
the newer games to run on Junior is 
somet imes a snap and sanetimes a 
challenge depending on what the 
manuf actur·er ca 11 s compatible. But 
o l det' games l i k e the READER RABB IT or 
MIXED-UP MOTHER GOOSE will keep your 
chi ld (and you) busy for qu i te some 
t ime . And, i f you pur' chase you,~ garnes 
fra'TI pl aces l i ke PC Enter'pr i ses or your 
Club's Library , you can be assured of 
carpat ibi l ity. 

Perhaps one of the things that 
Junior does best is maintains lists. A 
database pr ogr am does this well, with 
very little effor t. Whether you are 
t ry ing to keep track of yout' compact 
di sk collection, your recipes or the 
manbership listing of your club or 
church, a database program and Junior 
can do it for you. You can make mail 
labels of your manbership. You can 
update your "want" list of salt and 
pepper shakers or get a listing of all 
the Wood's Hibernia half pennies from 
1722 in your collection that may weigh 
between 100 and 115 grams. One 
specialized database program, HOME 
INVENTORY, is just what you need to keep 
track of the itens in your hane. This 
program will be deronstrated at this 
rronth's meeting by Cindy Hoffman. 

Your Club Library has PC-FILE fot' 
your everyday gener al "databasing" 
needs. This program has been around as 
long as Junior, and, like Junior, st i 11 
gets the job done, and does it pretty 
well. Whatever your database needs are, 
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rrore than likely, PC-FILE will do it. 
Again, it is Shareware and can be picked 
up for only $2.50 just like the library 
progr am BOOKBASE. BOOKBASE is a 
specia 1 ized database fot' maintaining a 
co 11 ect ion of books; you,~ personal 
books, your~ law firm's books Ot' the 
volunes in your· church library. I know 
a person with a 486DX carpute,~ who st i 11 
uses PC-FI LE as this progt'am does 
everything he needs ... and it also runs 
well on his 128K Junior. 

Another specialized database in 
our Club's Library i s NAMEPAL. This 
easy to use program is great for 
maintaining a listing of your personal 
friends or business contacts. If you 
use a Rolidex on your desk, NAMEPAL will 
print lists in this format. Phil Janz 
will be deronstrating this program at 
this rronth's Club meeting. 

Other carmercial database programs 
l i ke F IL I NG ASS I ST ANT 0 1~ PFS F I LE and 
PRO FILE work well with Junior only they 
will set you back a few rrore bucks. 

Last on our list was utilities. 
Many programs fit into this category, 
but perhaps the one most Junior owners 
use is JRCONFIG. If you use a Junior 
with 256K or rrore maro,~y, JRCONFIG is 
for you. It will set up a RAM drive, 
center your display, corr ect something 
called keyboard interrupts all at the 
sa-ne time it looks Junior over to see 
how much merory it can find. If you are 
not using JRCONFIG, you aren't using 
you,~ Junior to it's max. 

There are many utility programs in 
your Club Librar y. There are programs 
that will unerase files that you have 
inadvertently zapped, programs that will 
print your spreadsheets sideways so they 
will fit better in your printer and 
pr~ogr ams that wi 11 just make life easier 
for you and other merbers of Junior's 
family who may not be all that familiar 
with booting disks. Check with Paul 
Bonney and maybe we can get a program 
set up to den:, then. 

Ccmnercial programs run from PC
TOOLS to XTREE. These programs are so 
nice that rrost of then are now included 
in DOS 5.0. The older versions of these 
utilities run well with Junior and are a 

Continued on next page>> 
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nice add it ion to your- software 
co 11 ect ion . 

There is really no excuse for your 
Junior not to be doing ever·ything you 
need it to do. All it needs is for you 
to update sane of your software. See 
your PCjr Club Disk Library. This is 
the time to look things over before the 
Christ.mas rush. Sof twar-e makes a ver-y 
economical gift for all marbers of the 
f amily ... especially Junior- ! 

Louie Levy 

Help l_l 

T~kihg Car~ 6f Juni6r 
~ . ·.and .· vourself 

W5MMffi ¥ WI 

In last rronth's newsletter, we were 
giving some tips on making Junior last 
longer. We ran out of roan so we'll 
finish the article this rronth. 

The American Optometric Association 
suggests that we lower the lighting in 
the roan where we use our canputers 
and/or- use a desk l arrp to see our copy 
stands or to read reference material. 
The AOA cautions us against allowing 
lamps to reflect on our rronitors. Also, 
we shou 1 d dr- aw our window drapes or 
curtains to prevent reflections. Many 
of us do not go along with the AOA 
suggestion that we use a rronochrome 
m::m itor rather than a color display for 
easier eye focusing. Most of us 
""':)U 1 dn' t trade Junior's color display 
f Ot' a rronochrorne rronitor- of any quality. 
Junior- with the ThinFont chip is much 
better on your eyes than Super VGA with 
a .51 dotpitch rronitor. 

The AOA reminds us that we have a 
tendency to forget all of this with our 
children. We need to raneroer them and 
adjust our furniture for them when they 
are canputing to avoid awkward head and 
body rrovement. Remind kids to take a 10 
or 15 minute break from the screen every 
hour or two or whenever their eyes feel 
tired. We have annual eye checkups and 
so should our children! 
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When was the last time you cleaned out 
your collection of floppies? If you are 
using MYBEST program version 4, why are 
you still keeping version 2, 2. 1 and 3? 
Isn't it time to clean out your disk tub 
and format over all those old disks? If 
you haven't looked at those old disks 
you have been saving for the past two 
years, what makes you want to hang on to 
them? You may end up with a box or rrore 
of blank disks if you clean out your 
disk tub. 

Are you a Canputer Magazine Collector? 
1"10st of us wouldn't really consider 
ourselves actual collectors, but we 
surely do have a lot of them around the 
house. Why not bring them in and put 
them on the "FREE TABLE" at the next 
meeting of your canputer club? Just 
renenber- to take the ones left hane with 
you so I won't have to throw them out! 
You can al so dr-op them off at the Senior 
Citizen 's Center, take one with you to 
the Doctor or Dentist office (and leave 
it!), or over to the local library or 
co 11 ege. Even your- 1 oca 1 high schoo 1 
would like to get them. 

P 1 ease turn the page for MORE»» 

***************** 
OOWL SOFTWARE 
1435 Burnley Sq. N. 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 
800-322-0219 

jrHOTSHOT MEMORY UPGRADES 

ADDITIONAL DISK DRIVES -

101 KEYBOARD+KEYBOARD ADAPTER -

PCjr POWER BOOK II -
Second BIG printing plus two 
disks of software. 

PARTS Motherboards, power 
supplies, replacement drives, 
128K sidecars, and more. 

CALL for current prices on all 
items and order your FREE 
catalog today. 
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(c0nlinu1d froJ pr1viou1 page) 

If you have read any of the popular 
canputing magazines lately you may 
believe that DOS 2. 1 and Junior's 8088 
processing chip are pass~. If you 
believe this, then you also buy into the 
Windows and OS2 hype, and nothing less 
than a 486DX running at 50Mhz, with 
umpteen MB of merrory and about a giga
byte hard drive will suit you. There is 
nothing that sets a Junior user- off more 
than to hear saneone say that their 
pride and joy is obsolete! Faithful, 
famil iar, dependable, trustworthy, 
re liable, good looking; anything but 
obsolete. 

But, if you are like nust Junior 
owners who don't go out and buy a new 
car just because the number-s changed 
frcrn '92 to '93, then you know that the 
t hings you needed Junior to do two or 
three years ago can still be done this 
year using the san1e programs and hard
wa,-e. For dedicated tasks using the 
p1-ogr-arns we have used in the past ( and 
know), Junior does just fine. 

If you actually need high dens ity 
dr- i ves , CD-ROM and a 11 that other stuff, 
vou could check sane of the PCjr 
~uppliers instead of looking at 
advertisements hyping new computers. 

Louie 

Adding · Wt>~ds · to · 
Writing . Assist.ant. s • 
<F' er son a 1 • o i ct i b r1., r y 

The Writing Assistant For Students 
Wor-kshop is about history. The five 
young members of the Club who have 
participated in this Workshop are about 
to add their names to our list of those 
who can help you out with Wr~it ing 
Assistant when you need it. Phil Janz 
has been just wonderful working with 
these eager- youngsters and has shown 
that he still has the stamina to stand 
in front of a classroan of students. 

One thing Phil cover ed was adding 
words to Writing Ass istant's dictionary. 
Words like your own name and members of 
your family, your street and your city. 
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It seems that each time we do a spell 
check of our docunents Writing Assistant 
stops on the words you use most as none 
of these words are in Writing 
Assistant's dictionary. By adding these 
cannon words to our personal dictionar y, 
Writing Assistant will never stop on 
them again ... unless we misspell them. 

Follow these instructions: 

1. Restart Writing Assistant 

2. Choose Define Page fran the menu 
and r~eset the margins as f o 11 ov{S: 

Left margin= 1 
Right margin= 78 
Top margin= 0 
Bottan margin= 0 
Page length= 0 

3. Press Enter 

4. Press and ho ld the Shift key and 
press Fn 5 (Append). When the 
Append pr-anpt appears, type 
WORDPRF.ADL and pr ess Enter. 

5. You can now delete or add words to 
your personal dictionar y . It is 
irrpor-tant that you keep only one 
word per line, and it will speed 
your spell checker if you keep the 
words in alphabetical order. We 
suggest that you make a list of 
words that need to be added t o 
your dictionary so you can add 
them all at one time. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

a .., . 

When you have finished editing 
your dictionary, press Esc to 
return to the Main Menu. 

Select 3. PRINT. 

Remove the write pr~otect tab fran 
your Writing Assistant diskette 
and place the disk back into your 
A Drive. 

Fran the PRINT MENU, specify PRINT 
TO: A:WORDPRF.ADL and press 
Enter. This will "over-print" 
your old dictionary file with your 
new one. 

Continued on next page---> 
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10. After the Main Menu reappears, 
select 9. EXIT to exit fran 
Writing Assistant. (be sure to 
exi t all the way befor e you go 
back to editing.) 

11. Replace the write protect tab on 
your Wr iting As s istant d iskette. 

A . Gift . ,hat Lasts All . 
. Year Le>rig .... 

rs:zmrsn ◄ 74 PlBTC e 

Do you have a friend who owns a PCjr? 
Why not give than a special gift: a 
subscription to the Eugene PCjr Club 
Newsletter! We' 11 send them a fu11 year 
of exc i ting and informative issues all 
about their workhorse carputer, the 
PCjr. 

The cost is very sma 11, on 1y $12 per 
year. Or, you may want to make their 
who le fami 1y members for only $20 per 
year. It is very easy to give these 
benefits to your friends. ~ust copy 
t h is for·m: 

To: ________________ _ 

Add,~ess ______________ _ 

Ci t y , ST, Zip ___________ _ 

Gift car d to read "Fran _____ _ 

Your Name;__ ____________ _ 

Address:.__ _____________ _ 

City, ST, Zip ___________ _ 
Send this information and check to The 
Eugene PCjr Club, Circulation Dept., 
1011 Valley River Way, Suite 220, 
Eugene, OR, 97401 
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·:··:··:• .. ·.·.·: . -:·:·:·::::::·::·:· .-:::::: ·-·.::<·:::·,::·:·:< :-: 
. Heac:Jl ines From The 

Past: f'1ay, 1985 

IBM REDUCES PRICES ON 
DISCX)NTINUED PCjr LINE 

"New York - International Business 
Machines Cor p. said Friday it has 
reduced the prices on its ... PCjr hane 
computer and PCjr Color Display. The 
ccmpany announced in Mar ch that it was 
hal ti ng product ion of the PCjr i n Apr il 
and had no p lans to resune production. 
On Friday, the price of the PCjr with 
128,000 (128K) characters of user memJry 
and a 360K diskette drive was reduced 
from $999 to $725. The PCjr Color 
Display was reduced fran $429 to 
$399 ... " 

from the Eugene Register-Guard 

WWW I iMH A t£!1&fZQJ.!!&.2. 

Tech . Tip bf the Mbhth 

it0:titi,: :oci:r .. Q 

Mmibe,~ cal ls early in the evening with 
problem. When she rocks on the power 
strip on the floor, Junior's rronitor 
canes on with a white screen but Junior 
doesn't boot. I ask if he beeps and she 
says no. I ask if he makes any noise at 
all; again, no. Check to make sure he's 
plugged in both at the power strip and 
in back of Junior as these get loose 
from time to time. She checks; all are 
tight. So, I say bad news. Looks like 
either the power transformer or the 
power card inside Junior has died, so I 

make an appointment to drop by the next 
day. 

During suppe1~ saneth i ng canes to 
me. Could it be sanething as silll)le as 
the switch on the back of Junior being 
off? I call her back and have her 
check. Sure enough, a friend had been 
over that afternoon and instead of 
rocking the whole thing off like she 
normally does, the friend turned Junior 
off at the switch and then turned the 
rronitor off with the power strip. She 
called me carputer whiz! Doesn't take 
much. 
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AWWW&&WWW 
...... . . 

Lobking fe>r . Cbmputer 
Information? Visit 
the D~cu~ents Room! 

You will find a wealth of information i n 
the Documents Roan on the second floor 
of the CaT>4=>uting Center at the U of 0. 
The Docunents Roan (roan 205) is both a 
library and information center both for 
the carrpus camtUnity and the public at 
large. Here is a sampling of what you 
will find: 
Reference Materials-

• Indexes to comput ing magazines inc 1 ud i ng lhe 
"Computer Sel ect" CD-ROM per-iodicals database, 
whi ch helps locate articles and reviews. 

• Softw are and hardware di rect or ies- -li sti ng$ of 
online databases, electronic conferences, 
newsgroups and journals. 

• A notebook containing announcements of 
conferences, seminars, workshops and other training 
opportunities. 
Magazines-

• More than 100 computer-related magazines, many 
of wh ich are not available elsewhere on campus. 
Books-

• Several hundred books on a wide range of 
computing topics, with an emphasis on 
microcomputing. 
Newsletters-

• Over 150 newsletters from other academic 
computing centers, local microcomputer user groups, 
and educational computing organizations throughout 
the U.S. and Canada. Back issues are kept for one 
year. 

The Docunents Roan is open weekdays 
fran 9:30am to 5pm during the academic 
year, and fran noon to 4pm between 
terms. If you have a current driver's 
license you are welcane to borrow 
library materials. For more information 
about any of the services the Docunents 
Roan offers, contact Deborah Kaufman or 
Vickie Nelson at 346-4406. 
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·•····FO~N6HfH·~•s~5~mesHs·•·•·~ 
The new location for our monthly PCjr 
meeting has proven to be a winner in 
many ways ... The roan is easy to find, 
easy t o set up, and it canes equipped 
with warmth, ambiance and a security 
system!!! Wondering about the security 
system??? Cane to the next meeting on, 
November 12th, and we will tell you all 
about it. Not only wi 11 Frank Ratti be 
pr~es i ding at our meeting, but he and his 
family will be furnishing break time 
treats! Let me assure you, no one will 
ever know whether~ you are attending the 
meeting to hear about the interesting 
items on the agenda, or to rrunch on the 
scrunptious goodies. 

Hope you can make it! 
Rosanary Janz, soc i a 1 cha i rpe,~son 

"/ know / . benefit by my association with 
th "is (the At 1anta, GA ) PCjr User Gr oup 
beyond any con tr i but ion that I might 
conceivably make, even if / were to ever 
get beyond the basics." 

J. Wes 1 ey Mercer , s,~ . , 
Sec't and Editor of The Orphan Peanut. 

··:::·-·:·:.:>->:·:···:::·:·:·· :·-·.-:· : . . · .. :-
. . . 

PCjr- StJpp 1 i er . Moves 
.• to New Le>ca.t ion 

Elmer Hungate has moved his Junior 
supply facility and repair shop to West 
Concord, MN. He also has a new price 
list out so if you didn't get his 
October list, you may want to drop him a 
line. Do it soon to avoid the Chrisbnas 
rush. 

Elmer's new address is R.R. #1, Box 
103, West Concord, MN 55985. His new 
phone number is (507) 527-2363. 
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The Officers, Committee 
Members, Your Newsletter 
Editor and Staff a1on9 
with 18th Avenue'copy & 
Print, wish everyone a 
Very Happy Thanksgiving! 
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There's strength in numbers. 
Join our club. Get the ~" 
help you need and soon 
your Junior will be up 
and running strong!I 

.HANKS A BUNCH TO: 

Many thanks t o manber Gordon 
LeManquais for all the books 

~~ and sof t war e he brought and 
passed out at t he last meeting. 
We' 11 try t o do better this 
month by hav i ng a door pri ze 
so the nanbership won't have 
t o br i ng thei r own! 

Thanks, Gordon 

, . .,,,,.. 
" . 

,f;' 

--· . ~ : ~ 
-.. _ ..... ----- .. ___ ......... ~-,--.........,_ 

EUGENE 

101-, ,1 Va ... ey R~ver 
Eu9ene, OR 

Way, Su: te 
9740:. 

The Page Family ~ 
5025 Willamette st.""' 
Eugene, OR 97405 


