APRIL
MEETING AGENDA

The April meeting
of the Eugene
PCjr Club will be
held at the Ida
Patterson School
Library, 16th and
Polk, on the
13th. Set up and
disk sales will
begin at 6:30

and the meeting
will begin at
7pm. -

SPRING "CLEAN-IN"
AT THE APRIL MEETING

When was the last time you had the 1lid
off your Junior? When did you last clean
your Junior's read-write heads? Have you
Tubricated the rails they travel back and
forth on lately? We know that you turn
your keyboard upside down and shake it
every once 1in awhile. Do you have a dog
or cat, or, God forbid, a smoker that
goes into Junior's room while it's run-
ning? -If you do, when was the last time
you blew or sucked out all the residual
gradue the 1ittle cooling fan has sucked
into Junior's lungs? Don't despair;
help 1is here!l

We will be holding a "CLEAN-IN" at the

April meeting. Bring in your keyboard
and your CPU (Junior... Junior is the
CPU). We will go through a step-by-step,

hands-on assembly (disassembly?) of
Junior, and you will learn how to clean,
lubricate and do a quality assurance
check on your Junior. For this meeting,
you don't have to be a member to
participate. We only ask that you bring
in your Junior, your power cord (the
"brick"), and your keyboard (with fresh
batteries in 1it, or your keyboard cord.
CAUTION: Be sure to place either the
cardboard insert or an old diskette into
the drive(s) before moving your Junior.
If you have any questions or problems,
call our Prez, Mike Luttio at 688-1289 or
Louie, the Bull-Editor, at 343-7592.

CLUB:

a&i‘ T
Volume 5

j Number 4
97401 e

April 1989 _

(Editor's note: We did a lot of soul-
scarching and gnashing of teeth to come
up wilh o nice catchy name for our annual
cleaning ovent. The San Francisco PCjr

group hLas held annual "Disk -Drive-Ins”
For the past two years where members and
others who need a second dishk drive all
gnt together and that's what they do: the
club puchases  the drives and necessary
matericl ond everyone does what Is needed
to modify their own Juniors and then they
reimbuirae the club.  Well, we broke down
and plagiarized their term as we couldn't
think «f oitle of our own. Got any ideas
for NEXT year's Spring cleaning?)

MORE ON GALAXY

When we did our survey of what word
processors are being used by those mem-
bers who attended the February meeting,
GALAXY was about the only full featured
program not in use by at least one
person. With all the good review it has
had, especially version 4.2, we were
confused why no one was using it. Then
it dawned on us. We didn't have GALAXY
in our library!

Well, thanks to Omniverse, the creator
of GALAXY, the club now has it in our
library. I ran the program soon after we
received it and it is just great. GALAXY
comes on one diskette which is very hard
to believe. When you run the "install"
program, GALAXY de-arcs itself, putting
the printer drivers, program and the 60
page manual on one disk and putting the
four dictionaries on another. You might
say that this is a 2-disk package for the
price of only one.

The colors will really impress you! Of
course spell check and reformat will also
impress you, along with the pull down
menus and windows...and the ability to
work on two large documents at once. Try

GALAXY. Ask Cindy for Club Disk 60.
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r::oulq also be a  bad power supply,
frequently fixed with a 50 cent fuse.

2. "Error A" shows on the screen.
Memory error on motherboard, 64K card, or
memory sidecar. If the latter, this can
be caused by dirty pins on the attachment

bus for the sidecar. Try removing and
blowing any dust away or cleaning the
pins. On Tecmar boards, this can be
caused by looseness in the plug on the
heat sink (the flat plate inside the
sidecar).

3. Two beeps and "Error B" on screen.

Almost always, this is
touched a key while booting.

because you
This is a

no-no; don't know why, but it is.. It
can also indicate a bad infrared
receiver. If it happens again when you
didn't touch the keyboard, that's it.
Replace it from IBM or get a keyboard
cord.

Error B can also refer to the monitor, a
little known fact. If none of the above
seem appropriate, B may be indicating an
error in the CRT/CPU page register logic
(gate array, 6845, or associated TIL
glue). In other words, your monitor has
gone over the hill. DO NOT attempt to
repair a monitor yourself unless you know
what you're doing. CRT's store large,
potentially fatal, voltages.

4, Two beeps and "Error C."
since it indicates an
cassette tape storage "wrap back."
uses cassettes?

Unlikely
error with a
Who

5. Two Beeps and "Error D." Serial port
("S plug"”) on back of machine failed.
Bad news only if you use an external
modem or a serial printer (the more usual
dot matrix use the parallel port).

6. "Error E." Modem failure. At least
it's (probably) not your Junior.

7. "Error F/G." Error F means an error
in ROM on the motherboard (the chip can
be replaced). G, more specifically,
indicates an error in the ROM cartridge
space. The high order byte is shown

following the letter.
8. "Error H." Disk drive error. It's
the disk drive.

1f nothing happens, it's probably a power
transformer (the "black brick"). These
are available from IBM and (several other

\fomputer part dealers).

There, that's it. A brief tour througﬂ\

the error codes we hope you don't see.
For those interested in pursuing PCjr
diagnostics further, you should 1look at
the PCjr Hardware Service Manual. The
manual has plugs which fit into the back
of the machine for various tests. It
does not provide as much insight as one
might expect, but is useful nonetheless
for tinkerers.

(Reprinted from Metro PCjr Journal)

WHO’S DOING
THE WORK?

1989 - 1990 CLUB ELECTIONS

We _owe many thanks to the Nominating
Committee who have been able to put
together a fine slate of nominees for
Club Officers this year. The. following
mempers have consented to run for the
offices indicated and are being submitted
by the Nominating Committee for

consideration by the membership at the
April 13th meeting: P

President.......covvvvnnnn Phil Janz
Vice-President............ Elleen Levy
Treasurer..ceeeeceeeeneens Christine Brown
Disk Librarian............ Cindy Hoffman
Assistant Disk Librarian.Lindsey Hoffaman
Modem Captain............. Mike Luttio
Conmercial Contact........ Jack Hart
Social Director........... Juanita Hampton
Newsletter Editor......... Louie Levy
Newsletter Co-Editor...... Dick Page

We want to thank these folks for coming
forward and volunteering to hold these
offices. This 1is the spirit that makes
our club viable.

Also, note that some of the positions
have new names, especially that of
Treasurer (was Secretary/Treasurer) and
Commercial Contact (was Advertising
Director). We hope to address these
changes to our By-Laws soon.

If you would like to run for any of the
positions on your Club's Board, be sure
and attend this month's meeting. We will
open ‘the floor for additional nominations
and then vote for new officers just prior
to beginning Spring Cleaning. -
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Junior. So, 1 decided to give up
rebooting. Cold turkey. But cheer up,
fellow PCjr owners, you don’'t have to go
through that,, because the good news is
that eventually, I reasoned out what was

happen]ng. and discovered the cure for
'smearing."” Better yet, it doesn't cost

a penny. So here goes with the technical
stuff: .

Step 1: Go put on some rubber soled
shoes, touch something metal to make sure

you aren't carrying around any kind of
static charge buildup, and grab yourself
a phillips screwdriver. An all-plastic
one, if available—-if not, be sure and
use one with a rubber or plastic handle.)
Step 2 Set your monitor in a place
where you have plenty of space to work on
it, but without having to disconnect it
from your system and power source.

Step : Remove the eight screws that
hold the back of the monitor cover in
place There are two in back on the top,
one on each side of where the power cord
enters the cover,, and four on the
underside. '

Step 4: Slide the cover off and look
down into the monitor at the circuit

board. DON'T touch anything, because the
monitor can contain a good sized voltage
buildup, even when it 1is off, and you
know Junior and I, would feel really bad
if you got zapped!' Towards the center of
the board you will see a small adjustable
capacitor labeled "H-HOLD." It will be
flat and round, about 3/8" in diometer,
with an "X" in the middle to accommodate
the aforementioned screwdriver.

Step 5: This 1is where things get a
little bit tricky. In order to adjust
the display, you obviously have to be
looking at 1he display. This means that
Junior will have to be up and running

during the operation. Also, Junior will
refuse to "smear" with his cover off--
things Jjust can't get warm enough in
there to make it happen. So, slide the
cover back on make sure the circuit
board fits back into the little grooves
on either side of +the cover or it won't
go back together properly) and start him
up with your favorite program. Wait

\ and warm.

about 20 minutes to let things get good

and see if Junior—\
wait a little longer
When he does, you're
Carefully slide the
back off, and locate the
"H HOLD" capacitor again. Holding the
screwdriver by its plastic or rubber
handle ONLY, and being careful not to let
the metal shaft OR your fingers touch any
of Junior's innards, insert the tip of
the screwdriver into the top of the
capacitor and turn it until display is
back to normal.

Step 7: Slide the cover back on, screw
all the screws back into their proper
positions, pull up your favorite chair,
and rcboot to your heart's content.

(The Junior Report, ertember 1988)

Step 6: Reboot
"smears." If not,
and try again.
ready to operate.
monitor cover

’Did you know there are two types of
people: those who divide people into
two types. . . .and those who don‘t?"’

JOIN US

The EUGENE PCjr NEWSLETTER is
available for $12/year or as part
of the paid-up Eugene PCjr Club
membership at $20/year. Nonsub-
scribers may receive one free
copy of the Newletter on request.
The over-worked Editor accepts no
responsibility for the accuracy
or reliability of the informa-
tion, opinions, or materials
contained in this Newsletter.
Reprint permission is freely
given; please <credit the appro-
priate author and the EUGENE PCijr
CLUB NEWSLETTER. All contribu-
tions are encouraged and are’
gratefully accepted.

Make check or money order out to:

1011

EUGENE PCjr CLUB, Valley
River Way, Suite 220, Eugene, OR
97401. Please furnish the follow-
ing:

Name

Address

City State

Zip Phone
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