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A> MAY MEETING, THURSDAY MAY 8, 1986 

Mark the Second Thursday of each month on 
your calendar for the PCjr meetings. 
Meetings start formally at 7:00pm and 
doors wi 11 be open at 6 : 30pm for set-up 
and early-birds at the Library of Ida 
Patterson Schoo l , 1510 West 15th Street, 
Eugene. !"~ot ic e will be made for any 
changes. Don't forget next month's 
meeting/picnic wi I I be Thursday, June 12. 

MAY AGENDA 

(1) Demonstration of PC-FILE by Mary 
Burich. 

(2) Question and Responses: A time to 
discuss specific a reas you may want more 
information about and a time to share new 
insights regarding hardware and software. 

APRIL MEETING 
NOTES 

Ginny Dobson got things off with a few 
announcements. Question: Should the 
Club i nvest in a large screen for 
presentations, or should the money be 
better spent in some other fashion? 
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Jim McWi 11 iams demonstrated NICE PRINT. 
This program is designed to work with 
IBM, Okidata, Gemini, or Epson printers. 
It gives dot matrix printers the 
capability to print with close to 
correspondence quality. Besides a 
compatible printer, there is a 
requirement of 256K of memory. This 
program works WITH your word processor, 
not instead. Reta i l price is $99. The 
only outlet even close that carries this 
program that Jim knew about is Egghead in 
Beaverton. But I am sure outlets in your 
area wou Id be happy to order it for you. 
And it can also be ordered direct. 

Along similar lines, is a book brought to 
our attention by Rick Ubell. It is 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR EPSON 
PRINTER by McGraw-Hi I I. 

I gave a b r ief presentation of ARCADE 
GAMES, which is disk number 008 out of 
our disk library. This disk has many 
games appropriate for a wide range of 
tastes and ages. My kids have 
practically worn out our copy! 

Bruce Bayne showed us how JR. MUSIC 
MACHINE, also out of our disk library, 
constructs music. This is the only known 
program that uses al I three voices in the 
PCjr. It looked very easy to use, quite 
a bargain for club members! 

Officers were elected for the coming 
year. (Please see Ginny's article for 
names). If you were not elected, this 
does not mean that you cannot participate 
i n YOU R c I u b • Ma n y o f f i c e r s w i I I n e e d 
lots of help. See you at the next 
meeting. 

- Dena Audette, Secretary -
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PRESIDENT~S 
PRESS 

The new officers were selected at the 
last meeting. They are: 

President - Ginny Dobson (935-3863) 
Vice President - Gene Brown (485-6413) 
Secretary - Dena Audette (935-3282) 
Treasurer - Jim McWi I Iiams (485-7334) 
Publicity - Mary Burich (484-5069) 
~ocuments - Bruce Bayne (343-6274) 
Refreshments - Eileen Levy (343-7592) 
Disk Librarian - Louie Levy (343-7592) 
Newsletter Ed - Paddy Dawson (689-9337) 
Modem Captain - Jim Cox (747-8077) 

I would I ike to take a few minutes to 
give a BIG THANK YOU to the past officers 
who have contributed hours and hours of 
their time and financial support to make 
our c I ub a success. Thank you, BILL ~Y, 
for making the newsletter a document we 
have al I been proud to have represent our 
c I ub. Thank you, LEW JONES, for making 
the disk library a collection of a 
variety of interesting programs that meet 
the needs of many individuals and has 
been a successful source of income for 
our c I ub. Thank you, SARAH EOYAN:i, for 
keeping our financial records in 
meticulous shape and keeping track of our 
membership. Thank you to WARREN and 
JUANITA HAMPTON and GARY and RHONDA 
SCHAFER for all the wonderful 
refreshments they provided at the club 
meetings. Thank you to JODI COLLER for 
keeping the documents together. 

- Ginny Dobson, President -
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EDITORIAL 

Dear Fri ends: 

Congratulations to the new officers of 
the Eugene IBM PCjr Club. Your 
enthusiasm for computing is contagious. 
Keep up the good work and the coming year 
wi 11 be another great one for our Club. 

A very warm thanks is extended to Bi 11 
Roy for the talent, hard work, and 
dedication he gave to the Club as 
Newsletter Editor. Through his research 

· and i n s i g ht, we have a I I I earned much 
about the PCj r and its use. 

As Interim Editor of our newsletter, to 
keep it informative, I need your help. 
Below, I have outlined several step$ to 
achieve this goal and I welcome your 
continuing support. 

(1) When a guest speaker is scheduled, 
he/she will write a short article on 
their topic to be put in the newsletter 
that coincides with their presentation. 
This will help us prepare questions 
and/or concerns ahead of time. 

(2) Those of you who read other 
computing newsletters and magazines can 
help by sending copies of articles and 
programs pertaining to the PCjr. Be my 
eyes and ears and we wi 11 al I benefit. 

(3) Members are encouraged, actually 
pleaded with, to write articles, long or 
short, for our own newsletter. 
Guaranteed, they wi 11 al I be pub Ii shed, 
with bylines, of course. 

In advance, I thank you for your help. 
Together, we can continue the tradition 
of a professional newsletter and a 
growing PCjr Club. 

- Paddy Dawson, Editor -
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PC-FILE DEKl',,ISTRATIO, 

PC-FILE has received excel lent reviews in 
several major computer magazines and is 
generally considered the benchmark of 
shareware database programs. Many of our 
members have PC-FILE in their personal 
Ii br ar i es and it seems, from the number 
of questions I have received, that almost 
as many have encountered difficulty with 
this program. The problem may I ie in the 
cursory documentation which comes with 
our evaluation copies. I know that a 
good number of us have sincerely tried to 
run this program and haven't encountered 
much success. Consequent I y, at our May 
meeting, 1 1 11 demonstrate PC-FILE, 
concentrating on the basics. Copies of 
my notes w i I I be av a i I ab I e at the 
meeting. 

First, wi 11 spend a few minutes 
defining three terms. A DATABASE is a 
collection of items which share one or 
more characteristics. For example, a 
stamp collection, a warehouse of auto 
parts, the members of our club -- each 
may be viewed as a database. A RECORD is 
a subset of a database, one item in the 
collection. All records in a single 
database may be described by the same 
descriptive or quantitative 
characteristics. These characteristics 
or descriptors are cal led FIELDS. Using 
examples again, stamps in a collection 
may be described by such characteristics 
as date of issue, country of issue or 
denomination. 

So ••••• FIELDS describe RECORDS and the 
totality of RECORDS comprises a DATABASE. 

Number 5 

Next, 11 11 load PC-FILE so we can DEFINE 
A DATABASE. This step seems to cause a 
number of us a good measure of grief. At 
this point, I strongly suggest that we 
turn away from from the monitor and 
proceed with penci I (not pen!) and paper. 
The task here is to pinpoint those 
attributes of the items in the database 
which distinguish one item frcH' 1 the other 
and which are most useful to us in 
manipulating the data later. In other 
words, we are naming the database fields. 
After we have defined the database, l'I I 
demonstrate the use of the data 
encryption facility which allows us to 
scramble the data and render it 
unintel I igible to "data snoopers.n 

Having covered basic terminology, 
database definition and data scrambling, 
we'll be ready to tackle PC-FILE's main 
menu. 1 1 11 spend most of my time 
"walking through" the main menu. Take a 
look at it before the meeting if you have 
a copy of the program at home. We' 11 
ADO, DELETE, MODIFY, SORT, and LIST 
records. These five functions are quite 
straight-forward. The fun begins when we 
search for particular records in the 
database using WILDCARD or IMBEDDED 
SEARCH TECHNIQUES. Finally, well I see 
how to CLONE A NEW DATABASE FROM AN 
EXISTll'G DATABASE. 

PC-FILE requires a minimum of 128K and a 
single disk drive. I run it at home with 
a single drive. However, for some 
functions, a second drive would certainly 
be an improvement. With only one drive, 
I must resort to tedious disk swapping or 
equally tedious deleting of files on my 
program disk if I want to reduce the disk 
swapping. So, be forewarned that 
manipulation of large databases with PC­
FILE may be inconvenient with only one 
disk drive. 

PC-FILE is listed as disk 001 in our disk 
library. 

- Mary Buri ch -

Welcome home, Mary Burich! And thanks 
for your help and support with this 
newsletter. 
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DISK LIBRARY 

We have a new disk in the library -- just 
in time to help you chart your favorite 
stocks now that the market has hit an al I 
time high in the 1800 level. We thank 
Jerry Crosby for donating STOO< MARKET to 
the library this month. Jerry, like the 
writer of this program, "makes no 
warranties or guarantees" for your 
success. But if you want a program to 
print charts of your favorite, and not so 
favorite stocks, this may be for you. 

The program will print volume-high-low­
close charts for any stocks, bonds, 
commodities, or other securities. You 
can include short- and long-term moving 
average I ines for each chart, if you 
desire. You can chart up to 100 stocks 
on one disk. You enter the high-low­
closing prices from your newspaper and 
the program keeps track of the data. You 
can do "what if's", but the program wi 11 
not tel I you when to buy, if you should 
hold tight, or sell. That's all left up 
to you! You can also maintain 
price/earnings ratios. 

It is recommended that you have a 
graphics-type printer and cartridge 
BAS I C, as the pub I i sher says that nth e 
program modules are written in 
interpreted BASIC with embedded machine­
language subroutines." I don't know if 
that means "user friendly" or not! At 
any rate, it is available from the 
I ibrary as disk number D0049. 

- Louie Levy -

A spec i a I thank you to PAT DULONG, of 
EPIC INDUSTRIAL Ca-JTROLS, for her expert 
advice and help with the layout of this 
newsletter. 

PC j r NEWSLETTER. 

ADOPT-A-DISK 

Beginning this month, the Eugene PCjr 
Club is implementing an Adopt-A-Disk 
Program. Here's how it works. 

(1) Check out a disk, for 30 days max, 
from Louie Levy, our Disk Librarian. 
(2) Play around with the disk. 
(3) Write a brief review of it for the 
PCjr Club Newsletter. 
(4) Write a one-page article for the 
Disk Library Notebook. 
(5) Demonstrate the disk at the next 
meeting. 
(6) Return the disk to Louie. 

Your gratuity -- being able to copy that 
disk for your very own. Such a deal! 

DE-BUGGERS UNITEI 

We are looking for people who can 
exterminate bugs that some of our 
software i 5 infested with. If you know 
someone, or you yourself, have the 
expertise to solve some of these problems 
-- please let us hear from you. 

Also, if you have found some of these 
critters inhabiting software that you 
have purchased fr om our I i bra r y, p I ease 
let us know. We are making an effort to 
improve our di s k I i bra r y i n qua I i t y, 
quantity, and documentation. In this 
effort, any help or ideas wi II be greatly 
appreciated. 

For more information, contact myself or 
Louie Levy at any meeting. 

- Bruce Bayne -
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DOCTOR 010< PAGE 

The Eugene PCjr Club's very own Dick Page 
was a featured article writer in the 
April 6, 1986 issue of THE IBM PCjr 
REPORT pub I ished in Schaumburg, 111 inois. 
Dick's article can be perused by 
contacting Bruce Bayne at our May 
meeting. 

Dick's article is titled (are you ready 
for th i s?): DOCTOR I NG I BM WRIT I NG 
ASS I ST ANT or INSTRUCT I °"S FOR OiAl'-G I N:i 
WRITING ASSISTANT BACKUP COPY TO WORK 
WITH A PCJR WITH A DIFFERENT AMOUNT OF 
MEMORY THAN THAT AVAi LABLE WHEN THE 
PRCXiRAM WAS FIRST PURCHASED OR THAN ntAT 
AVAILABLE WHEN THE PROGRAM WAS FIRST 
UPGRADED FROM VERSION 1 .00 TO VERSION 
1.01 

For layperson 1 s, the IBM PCjr REPORT'S 
editor has this translation. "The 
following article ••• solves a problem 
common to many Junior owners, how to use 
the Writing Assistant with all the 
expanded memory boards without the 
program freezing up on you." Way to go, 
Di ck! 

INPUT. 
INPUT. 
INPUT. 
INPUT ... 
INPUT. 

JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: May 23! 

WARREN HAMPTON -- Cookie Baker 
Extraordinaire, thank you. Yum, yum. 

If ordered by May 15--THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO WRITIN:i SOFTWARE USER MANUALS by Brad 
McGehee--may be purchased for $5.98 (plus 
$2 p&h) from Writer's Digest Books. 
Their address is 9933 Alliance Road, 
Cincinnati, OH 45242. McGehee presents a 
step-by-step approach to writing and 
selling a software user manual, including 
ex amp I es of good and bad manua I writing, 
ways to identify and write for each 
audience -- even tips on designing, 
illustrating, printing, and copyrighting 
a manua I. 165 pages. 

I I 
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ATTENTI°" TECMAR BOARD CMNERS 

THE IBM PCjr REPORT has decided to 
provide the opportunity for TECMAR board 
owners to have the 64K chips on the board 
replaced by their technicians with the 
256K chips, thereby making your 128K 
Junior into the 640K monster it so dearly 
wants to be. Their first estimate of the 
cost involved is $135 which includes the 
256K chips, ins ta I lat ion, the setting of 
the D I P s w i t ch e s , t e s t i n g, UP S r e t u r n 
chipping, and insurance. For more 
information contact: Brian Cook, The 
PCj r Club, P.O.Box 95067, Schaumburg, IL 
601 95. 
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HINTS 

FYO 

Thanks to READ ONLY by IBM and Chuck 
Harr i ngton of the Athens, Ohio area IBM­
PC Users Club for the fol lowing hint: 

To slow down the listing of a text file, 
you could use the CTL/NUM LOCK keys, but 
that involves keeping both hands on the 
keyboard and an eye on the screen. 

Instead, check your 005 directory I isting 
to make sure the DOS utility program 
MORE.COM is avai I able. Then, at the 005 
prompt A>, type the command line 
MORE<fi lename and press enter. 

NOTE: BE CAREFUL TO USE 
enter the wrong one, you' 11 
text file. 

"<"; if you 
destroy your 

To view a f i I e ca I I ed PC-WRITE.DOC, for 
example, enter MORE,PC-WRITE.OOC. That 
will list a single page of text on your 
screen and display the message -MORE-. 
Again, press any key to view next screen. 

THE EASIEST LANGUAGE FOR A PROGRAMMER 
TO LEARN IS PROFANITY. 

PCjr NEWSLETTER_ 

The Disk l i brary has an expanding number 
of programs on disk avai I able to both 
members and non-members. The pub I ic 
domain disks are avai I able to members for 
$5/disk or $20/5 disks. The disks are 
avai I able to non-members for $7.50/disk. 
If you are ordering by mail, add on an 
add it i ona I $1.50 for postage. For 
specific information wr i te: Disk 

library, 1011 Valley River Way, #220 
Eugene, OR 97401 

or call Louie Levy at 343-7592. 

PCJ r OWNERS HAVE MADE 
AN EXCELLENT INV~STMENT 

PCjr 2nd 
Disk Drive 
COMPLETE PACKAGE 

$209 
COMPLETE PACKAGE 

C~Y~ 
CP.0. CB<Y.L 850064 
~, Y'L 75085 

800-622-4070 
312-579-9560 
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1V C0\1PUTER CLASSES 

For the computer literate, Oregon Public 
Broadcasting presents COMPUTER 
OiRONICLES, a weekly information magazine 
air i ng Sundays from 12 noon to 12 : 30pm. 
Users of bus i ness and personal micro­
computers can see, in action, computer 
innovations that otherwise we may only 
read about in computer magazines. This 
program is co-sponsored by BYTE, Popular 
Computer Magazines, and the American 
Federation of Information Processing 
Societies (AFIPS). 

THE NEW LITERACY is a telecourse 
introducing computer concepts, system 
data flow, design, applications, and 
programming. Th e bi-weekly series airs 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:30 to 1 :00pm 
and repeats both programs on S ~ turday 
mornings, 10:00• to 11 :00-am. 'Do check 

. with your local coll ege ;"or uni ver s ,i ty for 
~ ~ ' 

more information .; 
• 

'· oregon Public Bro adcasti.ng channels are: 
KOAP-lV 10 Portland; KOAC-lV 7 Corval I is; 
KOAB-lV 3 Bend; KlVR-lV 13 La Grande. 

Thanks to Ginny Dobson , Allen Dawson, and 
Louie Levy for their very capable help in 
getting this newsletter into your hands. 

Be sure and check with Bi II Roy regarding 
s ever a I RACOR bar g a i n s he s po t t e d w h i I e 
on an excursion to Portland recently. 

Great headlines, Jan Willar, thanks! 

• Free cleaning fluid for disk drives 
will be available at the May meeting. 
Bring your own container. 

REMINDER - There wi I I be an Executive 
Committee Meeting on Tuesday, May 20 at 
5:30pm in the Ida Patterson School 
Library. Al I officers and other 
interested people are invited to attend • 

PIOUC: All you fun lovers out there 
(and aren't we al I?), time for our annual 
picnic! Mark your calendars for 
Thursday, June 12. Tentatively scheduled 
are the meeting at 5:30pm, eating at 
6:30pm. Also, anyone for a swap meet? 
Look for additional detai Is in the June 
IBM PCjr Newsletter. 
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The PCj r NEWSLETTER wi II accept 
advertising as follows: 

COMMERCIAL AD RATES: $70 two pages/per 
insertion; $40 one pg/insertion; $25 half 
pg/insertion; $15 quarter pg/insertion. 
CLASSIFIED: "FOR SALE" ads are $2 per 25 
words for commercial transactions; free 
to members where information only is 
exchanged. 

Ads should be placed by two weeks before 
the next club meeting. Al I ads are cash 
in advance. 

MAY 1986 

The PCjr NEWSLETTER is available for 
$12/year (11 issues), or as part of the 
paid-up PCjr Club membership at $20/year. 
Interested parties may obtain up to three 
copies of the newsletter free on request 
before suscribing. No guarantees are 
stated or imp I ied by the staff or ~di tor. 
All contributions and materials are 
gratefully accepted. 

Make check or money order payable to: 

Eugene PCjr Club, 1011 Valley River 
Way, Eugene, OR 97401; with the 
foll owing: 

Name __________________ _ 

Street ------------------City State ......,.---=---------,-- -----Phone (home) (work) _____ _ 

Upon receipt of your application for 
membership, we wi II send a questi _onnaire 
for you to complete and return. 

TO GET MORE OUT OF 
::-> PUT MO~E ZNTO 

YOUR 
ZTI 

CLUB ­

;: - > 

EUGENE 
lO Xl Valley River Way, Suite 220 

EUGENE, OR 97401 

PM:,E, HI CHt~Frn 
5025 WILLAMETTE STHEET 
EUGENE., OH 97 4-05 




