




Mass Storage Options 

The Knowledge Worker family offers a variety of 
mass storage modules, all based on 51/,i-inch 
Winchester technology. Storage options include: 
• a dual floppy diskette • a hard disk 

mo~ule expansion module 
• a floppy/hard disk 

module 

Each floppy module provides storage capabilities of 
630K~ per drive. Those _users-requiring larger storage 
capab1ht1es have the option of selecting hard disk 
modules with capacities of 10MB, 20MB and 40MB. A 
maximum of 160MB can be configured in a single 
Workstation. As user requirements grow, the Knowl­
edge Worker Series can easily be upgraded and 
expanded to meet those needs. 

Power Supply 

Each Workstation is powered by a free-standing 
150-watt power supply unit. The power supply can 
be placed on the floor, leaving the work area free for 
the Workstation and work-related objects. This space­
conscious power supply is switch-selectable for nomi­
nal 110-volt or 220-volt operation. 

EASY TO ~NSTAll 
The various modules in the series are connected 
together via the proprietary X-BUS. Different combina­
tions of modules can be configured by the end-user to 
achieve Workstations with varying capabilities and 
capacities-depending on precise needs of each 
user .. The actu!ll connecti~n of dev~c~s is attained by 
a unique latching mechanism. A sliding plate in one 
module ~raws the next device to it, forming a rigid 
mechanical sub-assembly. This connection supplies 
both power and logic signals to the additional module. 
This allows system expansions, upgrades, as well as 
future capabilities to be installed by non-technically 
trained personnel. 

EFF~C~ENT ENV~RONMENTAl DES~GN 

The_ Knowledge Worker Series (KWS) is ergonomically 
des~gned for the office environment. The low-profile, 
tactile feedback keyboard, and the flicker-free video 
display greatly enhance user comfort. The small moni­
tor footprint (7" by 9") takes minimal space on the 
user's desktop. The electronic modules (processor, 
mass storage and various options) can be placed up 
to 16 feet from the video display. This leaves the 
desktop free for other business-related materials. 
~dditionally, these modules have been designed to 
fit neatly on surfaces and shelves found in most 
office environments. 

HOW THE FlEXIBlE KNOWLEDGE 
WORKER SER~ES CAN MEET YOUR NEEDS 
TODAY AND TOMORROW 
The A.B.Dick family of desktop Workstations provides 
the growth capabilities and flexibility necessary to 
meet both existing needs and continually growing and 
changing office requirements. Professionally trained 
AB.Dick personnel are ready to assist in designing a 
cost-effective hardware and software solution to 
achieve the end-user's desired goals and objectives. 

Configuration 

The Knowledge Worker Series can be configured as 
standalone or clustered systems in order to satisfy 
various office needs. Clustered stations offer the flexi­
bility for sharing: 
• software 
• mass storage 
•data 

• peripherals 
(such as printers, 
plotters, etc.) 

The sharing of software, mass storage and periph­
erals provides an extremely cost-effective system. 
Sharing data will reduce the duplication of effort and 
the possibility of error. End result: the professional 
and support staff become more effective. 

Clustered Systems can include Workstations 
known as: 
• Master Station • Cluster Station 
• Local File Station 

(LFS) 

A Knowledge Worker Series Master Station consists 
of a keyboard, video display, central processor, power 
supply and mass storage devices (which provide 
resources such as disk storage to other KWS Work­
stations). Storage options, including floppy disks and 
Winchester disks can be added. The system maxi­
mum is 4 floppy drives and 4 Winchester drives. The 
role of the Master Station in the cluster is as 
"manager" of the system's shared resources serving 
three basic functions: 
• the residence of CTOS'" (proprietary host operating 

system) 
• running applications 
• providing resources to the individual Cluster 

Stations. 

Optimization of these functions depends on the kind 
of applications being executed, the number of 
connected Cluster Stations, and the amount of 
memory in the Master Station. Only the Master 
Station can operate the server programs: ISAM, 
A.B. DICK-DBMS, KWS-Mail , Print Spooler, 2780/ 
3780 RJE Server, Bisync 3270 Server, SNA Transport 
Service, and the X.25 Network Gateway. 








